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(Top right) Commencement Speakers Philip Morris and My Grumbling with FM President Dr. Swanger. (Left, above) Class of 2018 
graduate Deb Smigen. (Right, above) Class of 2018 graduate Jon Santiago. (Center, right) SUNY Chancellor Award recipient 

Lou Fagan. (Bottom, left) Dan Towne, FM Electronic Services Librarian and Graduation Usher with a member of the 
Schenectady Pipe Band. (Bottom, right); FM Student Trustee and member of the Class of 2018 Rio Blundell.

FM’s 53rd Commencement Ceremony

Due to campus renovations, FM moved its annual commencement ceremony to Proctor’s Theatre in 
Schenectady. There were 428 candidates for graduation led by the Schenectady Pipe Band, an annual 

tradition of the college’s commencement ceremony.

This year’s keynote speaker was Philip Morris, CEO of Proctors. Student 
speaker was My Grumbling, an international student from Vietnam and 
graduate of the Fine Arts program.

The SUNY Chancellor Award for Excellence in Teaching was presented to FM 
alum Lou Fagan, Assistant Professor of English. Self-published, his two novels 
are New Boots and Angelo. His short story “Slit” recently appeared in Weber—
The Contemporary West, and a second short story, “Fly on Freddy,” will appear 
in an upcoming issue of Typehouse magazine. ▲
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TEDxFMCC

Rad Tech Grads Honored at Ceremoney

Allen House Opens

Supported by the Fulton Montgomery Young Professionals 
Network (FMYPN) of the Fulton Montgomery Regional 

Chamber of Commerce, FM hosted its second TEDxFMCC on 
January 31, 2018. This event featured talks on Recycling the 
Past, Re-Purposing Energies, and Re-Positioning for the Future. 
Speakers included Aneesa Waheed, Entrepreneur and 
Restaurateur; Barbara Madonna, Library Director, Gloversville 
Public Library; Doug Plummer, Mayor, Trustee, Actor, 
Hospitality Expert; Jason Radalin, Assistant Professor of 
Theater Arts at Fulton-Montgomery Community College; and, 
Tolga Morawski, Director of Board, Mohawk Valley Collective.

Launched in 2009, TEDx is a program of locally-organized 
events that bring the community together to share a TED-like 
experience. Some of the best talks from TEDx events have gone 
on to be featured on TED.com and garnered millions of views 
from audiences across the globe. ▲

On Friday, April 20, FM hosted an 
official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

for the Allen House.
FM’s Board of Trustees, Foundation 
Board, President Swanger and his 
Leadership Team, and community 
members gathered as Foundation 
Board Chair Del B. Salmon made 
the official cut to the new building 
on campus.
The Allen House is a place to host 
upscale events and serve as a meeting 
space to bring students, the College, 
and the community together. Its construction was made possible through a donation by the late George and 
Frances Allen of Amsterdam. The couple left the College $2 million; the state provided a matching grant. ▲

(Left to right) Jason Radalin, Barbara 
Madonna, Doug Plummer, Tolga Morawski, 
and Aneesa Waheed.

The Radiologic Technology Program celebrated its graduating class of 2018 at a Pinning and White Coat 
Ceremony. The event included a welcome by Dr. Dustin Swanger, President of FM; guest speaker Kevin 

Hiscock, MHSc, RPA/RRA (CBRPA), RRA, RT (ARRT), RDMS, RVT, a NYS licensed special assistant in 
radiology with Millennium Medical Imaging (a physician directed, single specialty medical practice based in 
the Capital Region); the pinning and 
awarding of white coats by Karlyn 
LaBate, FM’s Radiologic Technology 
Program Director and Kullen Bailey, 
FM’s Radiologic Technology Clinical 
Coordinator; and, speech by Radiologic 
Technology graduate Abbie Reed. ▲

The program graduated the following 
16 students: Ashley Andrews, Rebecca 
Bornt, Shahna Bottisti, Kayla Braman, 
Jade DeGuair, Emily Feerick, Teresa 
Gale, Crystal Hayward, Chelsa Hutchins, 
Cassidy Quinn, Abbie Reed, Debbie 
Rockwell, Spencer Satterlee, Amy 
Tollner, Caitlyn Van Aerman, and 
Danielle Wright.
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TheTOWER  FACULTY FOCUS • Jason Radalin, Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts

Jason Radalin grew up in a small town 
called Mahopac, about 1 ½ hours north 

of New York City. “My childhood was filled 
with going to Broadway shows and Yankee 
games,” he says. “I went to John F. Kennedy 
High School in Somers, which was where 
I first became involved in theatre. I continued 
my education at the College of Saint Rose 
earning a B.A. in English in 1994 and a M.A. 
in Theatre from Washington University in 
St. Louis in 1996.”

As a kid, Jason was obsessed with plays 
and movies.  When he started acting in high 
school plays, he knew that he found his 

“tribe”—the theatre was a place he felt at 
home. In college, Jason was influenced by 
a professor named Ken Krauss who ran the 
Drama program. “I knew then that I wanted 
a job like his, and I’m lucky enough to have 
gotten one here at FM,” says Jason.

Beginning in college and continuing through 
graduate school, Jason worked in libraries, 
usually as a reference assistant helping 
people find the materials they needed. Jason 
explains, “This was in the early to mid- 
1990s, when the internet was first beginning, 
so it was an interesting, transitional time to 
work in that field. Immediately prior to 
coming to FM, I worked at the Harvard 
Theatre Collection, a very specialized library 
at Harvard University that collects rare 
theatrical items (manuscripts, artwork, etc.). 
At Harvard, I got to meet many prominent 
theatrical scholars and practitioners from all 
over the world who would travel to the 
Collection to do research for books they 
were writing or productions they were 
directing. It was a great job and as much as  
I loved it, I knew I wanted to teach and direct 
theatre at the college-level myself, which is 
what led me to FM.”

At FM, Jason loves the diversity of the 
student body. He enjoys teaching something 
that he is passionate about; finding students 

who share that passion and enthusiasm. 
“The student body has grown more 
significantly diverse since I started teaching 
at FM in 1999. Obviously, the influence of 
technology on the availability of information 
has been another clear change. I think both 
these changes have been beneficial to our 
students,” he says.

Over the years, Jason has served on many 
committees. One of his most memorable 
was the Shared Governance Committee, 
which facilitated the transition from FM’s 
former model of governance to the new 
College Senate model. He also serves on 
the newly-developed President’s Diversity 
Council. In the community, Jason serves 
on Saratoga Arts’ Community Arts Grant 
Committee, which is charged with 
disseminating grant money to arts groups 
in Fulton and Montgomery counties.

In his free time, Jason loves comic books, 
video games, science fiction and fantasy, 
and has made annual pilgrimages to various 
Comic-Con events. Asked if he could have 
met anyone past or present, Jason says, 
“I would have loved to be around during the 
Renaissance in England, so I could have met 
William Shakespeare. I feel like we would 
have gotten along.”

Married for 22 years to his wife Jennifer, 
who he met in college, and father of two 
Johnstown high school students, Jason tries 
to live by and instill in his students these 
words from one of his favorite writers, 
Suzan-Lori Parks: “Instead of waiting for the 
perfect opportunity, I should work toward a 
realization that every opportunity is perfect.” ▲

“I would have loved to be around during 
the Renaissance in England, so I could 
have met William Shakespeare. I feel 

like we would have gotten along.”

Top photo: Jason Radalin, Assistant 
Professor of Theatre Arts

Middle photo: A scene from FM’s 
production of Songs for a New World 
(2010)

Lower photo: A scene from FM’s 
production of Aida (2014)
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Misty-Lynn Hilts, a resident of Sprakers, 
NY, graduated from Gloversville High 

School and came to FM to earn a Medical 
Administrative Assistant degree. “My 
degree allowed me to sit for the Certified 
Professional Coder exam through the 
Academy of Professional Coders,” says 
Misty-Lynn. “I chose this program because it 

wasn’t just about coding; I learned many 
other things that allowed me to become 
valuable in the behind-the-scenes aspect of 
healthcare.”

Misty-Lynn credits Assistant Professor of 
Business Technology Applications Charlene 
Dybas with helping her to become 
successful. “Professor Dybas always gave 
me the extra push to go above and beyond 
with everything I did in class and continue to 
do today (outside of class). She even 
continued to reach out to me after I 
graduated, making me aware of job 
opportunities and inquiring about where I 
was with my journey as a medical coder,” 
said Misty-Lynn. “The dedication of the 
professors at FM and how much they believe 
in their students was the best part of my 
college experience. You gain a second family 
while working to create a better future for 
yourself.”

After graduating from FM, Misty-Lynn went 
on to become a Certified Professional Coder 
through the American Academy of 
Professional Coders. She achieved her goal 

of working at Nathan Littauer Hospital (from 
2016 through 2017) and then set more goals 
for herself.

“I continued to advance my career as a 
Remote Level II Medical Coder with an 
amazing company called HCA Healthcare,” 
she tells us, as she is happily working from 
home in a position she loves.

Earning a degree is a proud moment for any 
student, but for Misty-Lynn, it was extra 
special—a true accomplishment. “I grew up 
with a chronic physical disability and had to 
overcome a lot of obstacles that helped me 
become who I am today,” she explains. “I’ve 
used and continue to use my strength 
through the ‘Hope Where Hope is Needed’ 
project that I created in 2010. This project 
helps bring awareness to children who live 
with chronic disabilities. I’ve been to local 
elementary schools as well as Albany 
Medical Center’s Pediatric Unit to read with 
children and work on activities to continue to 
promote awareness for my project. This is 
what has given—and continues to give 
me—motivation every day.” ▲

TheTOWER ALUMNA FEATURE • Misty-Lynn Hilts Class of 2015

Rane Dutcher grew up in Gloversville 
and is currently taking high school and 

college courses through the PTECH program 
in Johnstown. PTECH is a new model for 
secondary education that trades classrooms 
for “innovation spaces.” Rather than 

lectures, group collaboration and hands-on 
learning is provided. Students take the lead 
role in their learning, choosing pathways to 
their careers and earning college credits 
beginning year one.

Rane’s major at FM is Computer Information 
Systems (A.A.S.) which she chose because 
she enjoys working with computers. “Being 
able to code different programs and websites 
is a pretty interesting thing to do,” says Rane.

Her professor, Marty Waffle, has already 
made an impact on her. “He has taught me a 
lot about programming, as well as how to 
use Excel and Access, sparking more interest 
within me for this major than when I first 
started. He comes to class upbeat and 
chipper each day and makes learning a lot 
more fun and interesting than just sitting and 
taking notes to a monotone voice.”

Rane couldn’t wait to share with Professor 
Waffle the exciting news that she took first 
place for Computer Applications in the New 
York State FBLA (Future Business Leaders of 
America) Conference. “This means that out 
of all FBLA members who took the test and 

completed the performance assessment, I 
received the highest score,” explains Rane. 
“There are over 4,000 FBLA members in 
NYS, and a good number of them took the 
same tests as me.”

Rane has set high standards for herself. 
“Throughout my studies I’d like to maintain a 
GPA higher than a 3.9. Even though I would 
like to maintain a 4.0, I’m giving myself 
some leeway because I know I am bound to 
get a few A-’s in some classes on my way to 
getting an Associate’s degree.” Once Rane 
has earned her FM diploma, she plans on 
going to work in the IT field through one of 
PTECH’s business partners, such as IBM.

“I am glad my first college experience is with 
FM,” says Rane. “The teachers I have met 
have been kind; they are always willing to 
help you inside and outside of the 
classroom.

I really believe people who like working with 
computer software or enjoy coding 
programs or websites should consider 
studying Computer Information Systems. I 
highly recommend this pathway for you!” ▲

TheTOWER STUDENT FEATURE • Rane Dutcher PTECH STUDENT

Professor Charlene Dybas with Misty-Lynn

Rane Dutcher with 
Professor Marty Waffle
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TheTOWER SPOTLIGHT • Jim Gisondi Class of 1967

TheTOWER SPOTLIGHT • Candice Miller Class of 2008

Jim Gisondi was born and raised in 
Gloversville and graduated from 

Gloversville High in 1963; the same year FM 
was established. Knowing that he wanted to 
learn the ins and outs of business and 
someday own and run one, Jim studied 
Business Administration. The initial class of 
faculty made quite an impact on him. “I was 
impressed with the many good instructors 
including Mr. Wadsworth, Mr. Rodgers, and 
Dr. Fabiano (who taught history).
Besides being interested in business, 
I have always been sort of a history buff. 
Dr. Fabiano was a great faculty member, 
plus, being the basketball coach, he was 
hard on me not only in the classroom but 
also on the court. I needed that,” says Jim, 
who played on FM’s first organized 
basketball team.
After FM, Jim went on to earn a B.A. in 
Business Management from McKendree 
University in Lebanon, Illinois, and an M.A. 
in Management/Human Relations from 
Webster University in St. Louis, Missouri.
Jim worked for 14 years for the Department 

of Defense (Air Force) at Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base in Ohio and retired from 
Federal Civil Service in 1998. What about his 
dream of owning a business you ask? Jim 
achieved that dream. Twice. He opened 
Gisondi’s Authentic Italian Restaurant and 
ran it for five years as well as spending four 
years running Buffalo/Speedi-Print Printing 
Company.

He continued with his love of Italian cooking 
offering cooking courses. “I’ve taught 
cooking classes in Authentic Italian Cuisine 
for over 40 years in several states for 
colleges, Adult Education, demonstrations, 
et. al. I’m known affectionately as ‘The 
Self-Proclaimed Prince of Pasta,’” says Jim. 
“For the past few years, I’ve used my 
cooking expertise to help local charities 
(hospitals, Humane Societies, and other 
organizations) raise money at auctions by 
donating my time and product for events, 
such as an authentic Italian ‘Dinner for 
Eight.’”

Another passion for Jim is playing the banjo.  
He organized and performed for 15 years in 

a Dixieland banjo 
band called “The 
Southern Ohio 
Banjo Society” 
(aka, The SOBS). 
An avid collector 
of Buffalo/Bison 
memorabilia, Jim has been a member of the 
National Buffalo Association for many years.
Jim has been married to Linda Kay (Jordan) 
Gisondi for 39 years. They currently reside 
in Bainbridge, Georgia. Jim can be reached 
at jlgis66@mchsi.com. ▲

Faculty at Fulton-Montgomery 
Community College receive updates and 

emails from former students all the time. 
Some of these updates truly affirm that what 
they do matters—teaching, listening, and 
supporting students. Robert Warner, 
Director of Nursing at FM, submitted this 
letter from a former student:

Dear Mr. Warner, My name is Candice Miller 
(Blackwood). I was enrolled in your program 
right out of high school. I did not do well and 
failed my second semester. I took some time 
off, reapplied, and was grateful that you gave 
me a second chance. I graduated with my 
Associate’s Degree in Nursing in 2008. I 
wanted to thank you for that second 
chance...the opportunity changed my life. 
I worked for several years as a floor nurse, 
then in the post-anesthesia care unit, then 
the Cath Lab, and finally in the Emergency 
Room. I am excited to tell you that I 
completed my Family Nurse Practitioner 
(FNP) in August, and have been working 
family practice for the past few months. 
I wanted to express my gratitude for 
everything that you and your staff have done 
not only for me, but for your past students, 
current students, and will continue to do for 

future students. I know that sometimes it’s 
easy to forget how much impact you have 
on a person’s life, but I will forever be 
indebted to you. I wanted to share my story 
with you, and let you know that your 
foundation of nursing has led me through 
this incredible journey. It’s hard to believe 
that a second semester fail-out could be 
successful and earn her Master of Science 
in Nursing, but I am glad you gave me that 
chance to do so. I hope this letter provides 
you with a sense of value and fulfillment, 
and that you share my story. Thank you from 
the bottom of my heart, Candice Miller MSN, 
APRN, FNP-C. ▲

Candice also credits Marcia Wojcik, 
Assistant Professor in Nursing, with making 
an impact on her. “Professor Wojcik was the 
person who told me I failed my second 
semester, my first go round in Nursing. 
I knew when she told me it was as difficult 
for her to say as it was for me to hear. I think 
the compassion she had for me helped me 
to see how much the instructors care and 
want you to succeed. She is one of the 
reasons that I reapplied, and was motivated 
to be successful in my second attempt.”

Now living in Corpus Christi, Texas, Candice, 
who is the first and only college graduate in 
her family, says she has met her career 
goals. “As a Family Nurse Practitioner I feel 
very accomplished to have my own office 
with my degrees proudly hanging on the 
wall. It may seem boastful, but I’ve worked 
hard for my education and I am proud to 
display the results of my dedication.” ▲

Candice 
Miller 

(Blackwood)

Jim Gisondi 
today, and in 
college days
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TheTOWER Congrats Coach Jones

TheTOWER Touring Philly  Submitted by Frank Yunker and Laurence Zuckerman

Kevin Jones, 
Head Women’s 

Basketball Coach and 
Director of Athletics, 
reached a milestone 
in his 20-year 
coaching career this 
January: Kevin 
attained his 400th 
career win! ▲

6

Coach Kevin Jones

Raiders Standouts, L–R

Gabrielle Smith
Dante Morgan
Julie Hampton

Softball’s Gabrielle Smith was named to the 2018 Mountain Valley Conference softball team as a 
catcher, boasting 26 put-outs for the season. Gabby also excels in the classroom and is a member of 
the Raiders 3.0 club. 

The Male Raider of the Year was Dante Morgan who competed on the Men’s Basketball team for 
the past two seasons. He graduated this spring with a Business Administration degree.

The Female Raider of the Year was Julie Hampton who competed in Volleyball, Basketball and 
Softball. She graduated this spring with a 3.5 GPA and was named to the Academic All-Region team. 

FM’s Wall Street Club, in conjunction with the BizHub Club, 
sponsored their fourth annual bus trip to Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania on April 20, 2018.

The walking tour, led by Professors Frank Yunker and Larry 
Zuckerman, was centered on the old colonial section of town. The 
tour began in Congress Hall, which is next to Independence Hall, 
and students actually stepped into the place where our nation’s first 
House of Representatives originally met. In this very room, George 
Washington watched John Adams take the oath of office, marking 
the first time in history that a country so large witnessed the 
peaceful transfer of power from one elected leader to another.

One additional treat for the students was the visit to the Second 
National Bank. This year, the portrait gallery was open and the group 
got the chance to see portraits of many of the founding fathers and 
colonial leaders. The tour continued on to Carpenter’s Hall, where 
the first Continental Congress met in 1774.

From there, the group headed toward the U.S. Mint, but not before a 
stop where Benjamin Franklin’s house once stood. All that remains 

now is portions of the foundation; therefore, the Franklin Museum 
actually erected a “ghost house” that outlines the size of the original 
structure. Students also visited Ben Franklin’s grave which is 
covered with pennies. Of course, old Ben made famous the phrase, 
“a penny saved is a penny earned.”

Lastly, the students broke into two tours. Professor Zuckerman 
led many students to see the Liberty Bell. Professor Yunker led a 
smaller group to tour the National Museum of American Jewish 
History. Due to a grant from the late conductor Leonard Bernstein’s 
foundation, the museum offers free admission on Friday afternoons 
through the spring and summer seasons; everyone who toured the 
museum got a bargain!

In addition to political, cultural and monetary history, several 
students saw current economic policy in action. The “free refills” 
at one pizza establishment now cost 50 cents due to the 2017 
Beverage Tax in the city of Philadelphia. Customers are taxed 1.5 
cents per ounce of soda. We all know that the last time something 
like that happened…a lot of tea got dumped into Boston Harbor! ▲
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TheTOWER  Celebrating 25 Years at Annual Golf Classic

TheTOWER  FM and Maria College Sign Agreements

FM’s 25th Annual 
Golf Classic was 

a special one! The event, 
was held at Fox Run Golf 
Club in Johnstown. A 
bagpiper kicked-off this 
milestone year, with food 
and beverages from 
beginning to end, the 
chance to win a 2018 Chevy 
Equinox from Mangino 
Chevrolet, a flat screen TV 
for all golfers, and lots of 
sunshine and camaraderie 
throughout the day! ▲

The event’s winning foursome included Jeremy Fraiser, Karl List, 
Rick Fraiser, and Charlie Dezolt (representatives from Miracle Ear)

Golf Committee Co-Chair Gregg Roth (left) and FM President 
Dr. Dustin Swanger (right) pose with bagpiper Gary McCoy.

Volunteers Kathy Marcais 
and Melissa Bynum  enjoy 
a quick bite before heading 
out to their 
duties on 
the course.

Volunteers Dale Wintermute, Sheila Brust, 
and Diane Boslet (Foundation Administrative 
Assistant and FM alum) at the Chipping Contest 
to win a new kayak.

Maria College and FM academic leaders came 
together for an Agreement Signing. The agreements 

give FM students the option to enroll in a cosponsored 
LPN program where classes are taken at both the FM 
campus and Maria College campus. Also, graduates of the 
LPN program can continue to study to become an RN at 
FM or Maria College. ▲

(Standing left to right) FM Vice President of Student Affairs 
Jane Kelley; Maria College PNC Program Director Michelle 
Petrie, RN, MS; Maria College Liberal Arts & Management 
Chair Dr. Anne Jung; Maria College Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Dr. John Kowal; FM Dean of Academic 
Affairs Diana Putnam; and, FM Provost and Vice President 
of Academic Affairs Greg Truckenmiller.

(Seated left to right) FM President Dr. Dustin Swanger and 
Maria College President Dr. Thomas Gamble.
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Give a Gift to your Alma Mater
By making a tax-deductible gift to FM Foundation, you will also be making an investment in 
your community. In addition, your employer may have a Matching Gift Program that could increase 
your contribution to your community college.

Yes, I want to make a tax deductible gift to my alma mater FM Foundation. Enclosed is a check 
payable to the Foundation of FM in the amount of:

_______$500       _______$100       _______$50      _______$25       _______other

Please charge my MasterCard, VISA or other in the amount of:            $_____________

Account #   _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ / ___  Signature   ______________________________________

Gifts of any amount are welcome. Thank you for your contribution.

Name   ___________________________________________________________

Address   __________________________________________________________

City  ________________________________  State ______  Zip  _______________

Phone  _____________________  E-mail   ________________________________

q  Please contact me about establishing a scholarship.

_____ Yes, I am interested in making a gift through a bequest, charitable trust, charitable gift annuity, 
life insurance, retirement plan, or other planned gift. Please contact me with further information.

Mail to: The Foundation of FM, 2805 State Highway 67, Johnstown, NY 12095


