
2018 Summer Academy Descriptions 

Course:  Active Art 
Instructor:  Bethany Ritter 

Grades:  3-5 

 

Not only will you be able to paint and draw fun pictures but you will be able to get active and create a 
mural with your classmates. At the end of the week you will have a bunch of artwork to take home 
and show off to your family and friends. Projects will include decorating your very own apron to use 
throughout the week to help make things less messy. You will also get your very own canvas to cre-
ate an original piece of art. Crayons and drawing pads will always be available for your use at any 
time!  We will have a fun time making beautiful art while learning new techniques.  

Course:  African Drums and Tone Chimes 
Instructor:  Luke Horst 
Level:  3-5:  6-8; Mixed 
 
As soon as anyone plays and hears African Drumming they are immediately drawn to the unique-
ness of this sound.  A great chance to be creative and to learn as an individual and a group.  The 
tone chimes offer students a very unique and beautiful way to explore music, but are easy enough 
to learn so the very beginner and/or more advanced musician can be successful at playing them. 
We will use the tone chimes to play several different styles of music as well as to learn some basic 
music reading skills. Putting them together in a choir will also give the students the opportunity to 
work together as a team.  At the end of the camp we will present excellent pieces with the African 
Drums and the Tone Chimes for others to enjoy! 

Course:  Cartoon Animation 
Instructor:  Lisa Beerle 

Grades:  3-5 

 

Learn how to make cartoon movies!!! Make your drawings come to life using stop motion animation! 
In this camp, you will let your imagination soar and transform yourself into a cartoon character. You’ll 
learn how to enlarge your character and make their joints moveable, then you’ll work in small groups 
to develop a story. Is your character a good guy or a bad guy? What adventure could your character 
go on? Would they go to Mars? After we make our short movies we will have a movie day to watch 
all of our films! If you like to draw, write, and/or watch movies- this is the camp for you!  



Course:  Clay, Painting and Lots of Color 
Instructor:  Suzanna VanSchoonhoven 
Grades:  3-5:  6-8 
 
In this art class you will learn about reflection and symmetry.  We will make a kaleidoscope and 
mandalas. Study butterfly specimens provided by the Walter Elwood Museum in Amsterdam.   

We will create self-portraits using some new technology.  Clay! Try a potter’s wheel and we will 
make some homemade play dough.    

Course:  Choices 
Instructor:  Shawn Flynn 
Grades:  3-5:  6-8 
 
The Choices Program is an innovative program that offers adventure-based games and activities.  
Youth will explore their potential through facilitated interactive adventures and games that focus on 
valuable life skills such as goal setting, tem building, communication, relationships and problem solv-
ing.  Over 500 Youths have participated in the Choices Program this year.  Don’t miss out on this 
one-of-a-kind experience. 

Course:  Comic Creations 
Instructor:  Bethany Gessinger 
Level:  3-5:  6-8 
 
Create your own comic strip world with you as the star! Comic Creations is a course for the creative 
mind to express art through storytelling and drawing. Writing and drawing techniques will be explored 
throughout the course to help students illuminate and realize their imagination. Students will create 
their own comic strip constructed on a central made up character/alter-ego based on themselves. 
(ex. “Bobby the Anti Bully Superhero”) They will also create their own made up world/environment for 
their story to take place. (ex. “Planet Pizza” or “Jelly Fish Abyss”)  

Older and/or more artistically advanced students can do a more innovative and imaginative progres-
sion through realistic renderings for a more contemporary and conceptual alternative.  

Students will explore and develop advanced illustration techniques that appeal to their own individual 
curiosities, such as Anime, Caricatures, Realism, etc. They will also share ideas and critique togeth-
er as a class; working as a collaborative network of artists in a friendly atmosphere. This course is 
also an opportunity for the individual to explore and express their imagination through a creative pro-
cess. Final products will be displayed on the last day for friends and family to view the paintings in an 
on campus art show.  



Course:  Computer Construction and Cybersecurity 
Instructor:  Sean Mahon  
Level:  6-8-Please note this is a full day course.  You must sign up for morning and afternoon 
 
Computer Boot Camp. CAN YOU BUILD YOUR OWN COMPUTER?? Learn now at FMCC!!! Com-
puters are at the core of all our everyday lives. Do you want to know how to get the most out of your 
system? Are you interested in how all of the parts work together? Would you like to learn about new 
systems? Mac? Linux? Would you like to learn how to configure your wireless access at home to 
keep your system safe? How about discovering gaming performance software to evaluate and opti-
mize your gaming PC? If you answered yes to any of those questions, this is the camp for you! You 
will learn about these different topics through hands-on activities that include but are not limited to; 
PC construction, Security Software, Mac computer operation, gaming technologies and many more. 

Course:  Cooking For Kids 
Instructor: Melissa Davidson 
Level:  3-5:  6-8 
 
Become a great Chef!!! Hands on cooking and nutrition for young people. Our kids cooking class in-
troduces youth to the pleasures of preparing and enjoying "real food". Students will learn safe knife 
skills, prepare delicious food, cooking with fresh ingredients, baking, food presentation, table setting 
and etiquette. Classes include: International week (Asian, Greek, Italian, French and Latin), Dining 
through the Decades (from 1950's to modern day), Farm to table, Around the USA (southwest, Cali-
fornia, New England, Southern, and Midwest), Baking for breakfast, lunch and dinner.  

Course:  Cosmetology 

Instructor:  Julie Mead 

Level:  3-8 Combined 

 

"A week of pampering" Manicures, nail art, pedicures, facials, makeup and of course Hair. 



Course:  Creature Design 
Instructor:  Devin Wemple 
Level:  3-5:  6-8 
 
Other-worldly creatures, may they be fantastic or terrible, hold powerful significance in science fiction 
and horror films. Students will be given the job of Special Effects Creature Designer, conceptualizing 
their very own unique creature and the world it comes from. They will learn the factors to consider 
when designing a fantasy creature such as how they’ve physically adapted to the world they come 
from and how they survive its conditions, as it would be handled in designing a well-thought-out 
creature for a film. Students will sketch out various designs of the creature in its world and gain a 
clear vision of their creation. When the idea is clear, they will begin sculpting, and finally paint their 
design. On the last day, students will have their fully developed creature, but such a creature will not 
go without purpose other than decoration. They will be given attributes and students will be allowed 
to utilize their very own monster in an enormous board game. 

Course:  Disc Golf and Other Target Games 
Teacher:  Pete Furey 
Level:  3-5:  6-8 
 
Interested in some high flying frisbee fun? In this course, Physical Education Teacher Pete Furey will 
introduce to you the exciting new craze to hit the sports world, outdoor Frisbee Golf. Yes you heard 
it, the combination of frisbee and golf! This course includes learning different shots of the game, 
techniques in being more successful, and even watching how some of the professionals play the 
game. If this sounds interesting to you then this course is sure to be a hole in one! And that's not all. 
Coach Furey will also be instructing and teaching other target games such as lawn darts, Kan Jam, 
Corn Hole, and more! So be sure to keep your eyes on that target and join us for Disc Golf and other 
Target Sports at camp this summer! 

Course:  Creating Stories 
Instructor:  Logan Rowe  
Level:  6-8 
 
Ever wanted to explore the wonderful world of storytelling? Then this class is right for you! In Creat-
ing Stories, students will learn how to format a short piece of fiction and will be able to read them in a 
showcase at the end of the week. Activities will include: character creation, world building, flash fic-
tion and much much more! Learn how to find the writer in you! 

Course:  Drone Bootcamp*-3 Day Camp 
Instructor:  Phil Schuyler 
Level:  6-8 
 
 This class promotes fun, safe and responsible drone flying via engaging and informative programs 
and workshops. The camp is a chance to learn best practices for flying drones including safety is-
sues and legal guidelines.  Drones are one of the hottest items on the tech scene and seem cool to 
fly, but do you know about all the rules and regulations governing unmanned aircraft? If this is you, 
consider attending the first FMCC Summer drone boot camp.  



Course:  Harry Potter 
Instructor:  Rena Peconie 
Level:  3-5: 6-8 
 
This camp will introduce the world of Harry Potter and Hogwarts. We will make the story of Harry 
Potter come alive in fun filled activities for all to enjoy.  We will learn fun facts and trivia and be able 
to learn how to be a wizard. We will make wands, receive acceptance letters to Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and wizardry, take part in learning how to make potions and learn all fun types of spells 
and much much more! We will work together to solve mysteries and hunt horcruxes just like the 
characters in the book. We will spend a magical week of games and learning, We will return home to 
the “muggle world” with some cool souvenirs as well!  

Course:  Lego Camp 
Instructor:  Christine Krempa 
Level: 3-5 
 
Do you love building and creating with LEGO bricks? Come dive in to our massive collection of 
LEGO parts. This class will be all about having fun, making new friends and LEGO challenges. Each 
day will offer a new LEGO theme complete with new builds, challenges and games. Dream it. Build 
it. Wreck it. Repeat.  

Course Name: Hairstyles and Nail Art 
Instructor:  Valerie Charpentier 
Grades:  3-5: 6-8 
 

Have you tried to copy a nail art tutorial and ended up with something completely different?  During 
this session you will discover the why’s and how’s of selected trendy nail art and hairstyling videos. 
Practice makes perfect (or pretty close to wow). At the end of the week you will have created a varie-
ty of new looks you can share with family and friends. As a BONUS, your knowledge of the structure 
and care of hair and nails will impress everyone.  

Course:  Magic and Illusion 
Instructor:  Jak Creatlach 
Grade:  6-8 
 
The Jak'd up School of Magic and Mayhem: Do you ever wish you could control objects with your 
mind? What about making them float or even vanish? If so, look no further, professional Visual De-
ception Artist: Jak Creatlach has the class your looking for. For over 20 years Jak has been study-
ing, creating, performing and teaching mind-blowing magic tricks, illusions and stunts, now is your 
child's opportunity to learn the secrets, practice the effects and actually perform modern miracles for 
their family and friends. Become the magical sorcerer you've always wanted to be, and of course 
learn a few other chaotic and exciting effects to enhance your own show! Inside Jak's class your 
child will learn the inner workings of modern magic, they'll be taught how the tricks work, why they 
work, how to perform them, how to create their own original routines and much more! Sign up quick-
ly before seats disappear!!! 



Course:  Making a Music Video 
Instructor:  Phil Schuyler 
Level:  6-8 
 
Lights Camera Action! Bring your story to life as you learn how to shoot and edit movies and express 
yourself while exploring different filmmaking techniques. Work with classmates as part of a produc-
tion team to develop a story idea and capture exciting movie footage with dynamic camera angles 
using professional video cameras. Then add drama to your movie by adding music and unique audio 
and visual effects using Adobe Premiere Pro, and Adobe Photoshop. Screen your original movie at 
the end of the week in a small film-festival- like atmosphere and leave camp with all the tools you 
need to bring your stories to the screen or online to Youtube! Students will learn: the movie making 
process, writing a storyboard, video camera techniques, editing video in Adobe Premiere Pro, editing 
music in Adobe Premiere Pro and Adobe Audition, adding text and effects to a movie; 21st Century 
skills: working collaboratively with a group, understanding technology and safety, appropriate use of 
online media sources.  

Course:  Math-Project Based Learning 
Instructor: Natalie Lozier 
Level: 6-8 
 
Take on real world problems and challenges with the Math that you learn in school.  Provide an-
swers and solutions.  Help people change and improve their life with the information you provide.  
Natalie Lozier, Amsterdam School District, will provide the questions and you will provide the an-
swers.  Rise to the challenge.  Change your life, change the lives of people you know, Change the 
world with the answers you provide!!!! 

Course:  Optical Illusion Art 

Instructor:  Bethany Gessinger 

Level:  3-5: 6-8 

 

Illusion Art is the ultimate experience where art and magic fuse together.  Artists will learn and apply 

drawing techniques towards a design that emulates an optical illusion; "Now you see me, now you 

don't."  The final product will be a masterpiece in which an image conceived by the artist will magical-

ly appear in the fashion of a three-dimensional object.  It will be like looking at art with 3-D glasses 

without the glasses! 



Course:  Painting From Nature 
Instructor:  Bethany Gessinger 
Level:  3-5:  6-8 
 
Learn to paint like the great masters; Leonardo da Vinci, Vincent van Gogh, or even Pablo Picasso! 
While discovering a wide range of painting techniques in the classroom and exploring the details of 
patterns and formations directly from nature, students will explore the campus’ beautiful array of flo-
ral, arbor and overall botany of natural surroundings. Artists will capture a balanced composition 
through photography in order to produce a sophisticated painting in the style of their own individual 
and unique flair. Class critiques and collaborations will also be shared during the course to help stu-
dent’s network professional connections with each other and make new friends. They will also learn 
fun and relevant vocabulary to help them understand and articulate the language of art. Final prod-
ucts will be displayed on the last day for friends and family to view the paintings in an on campus art 
show. This course is developed for the curious and the serious artist. I look forward to working with 
you! *Note* Students are encouraged to bring a camera from home, or a device with a camera such 
as a phone or tablet. A camera will be provided if the student does not have access to one.  

 

Course:  Robotics 
Instructor:  Zac Carrico  
Grades:  6-8 
 
Participants will learn about basic DC motor control while creating a small robot that will be able to 
be taken home at the end of the week. Switches will be used as touch sensors to help the robot navi-
gate its environment. During the camp parts will be laser cut and students will solder components to 
make the motor control circuit. Safety glasses will be provided but may be brought if the participant 
has a pair they like to use (must be ANSI Z87. spec).  No prior electronics or CAD experience is nec-
essary.   

Course:  Sculpture Inventions 

Instructor:  Bethany Gessinger 

Level:  3-5:  6-8 

 

Sculpture Creations is the opportunity to explore your inner Michelangelo.  Learn how to construct 

exquisitely polished sculptures by recycling everyday household materials.  Transform plastic bottles, 

newspaper and paint into a dazzling dragon, a ferocious monster or a beautiful butterfly.  Let your 

imagination lead you on a journey, create a sophisticated sculpture through problem solving and 

hands- on application.   



Course:  Spanish Fun and Games 
Instructor: Señora Mary Douglass 
Grades: 3-5 
 
Want to go abroad?  This summer you will get a passport to adventure, participate in mock festivals 

from Spain to Mexico, learn the Spanish language, go on Scavenger Hunts, and have fun!  You 

might even get a chance to eat some authentic Spanish food! 

Your profesora is a Spanish teacher who has taught for over 24 years.  She has lived in Spain and 

traveled to Mexico, welcomed Spanish exchange students to her house (who they consider their 

American Mama) and gone on exciting journeys all over the U.S. and Spain.  She currently teaches 

middle school Spanish in Amsterdam and can’t wait to have some divertido (or fun) with you. Hasta 

pronto (See you soon!). 

Course: Special Effects Makeup 
Instructor:  Devin Wemple 
Level:  3-5:  6-8 
 
Students will get to embark on a hands-on experience in creating movie magic with Special Effects 
Makeup. From clowns, to fantasy creatures, to undead zombies, the possibilities for creation are 
without limit. Different makeup techniques will be demonstrated with various materials such as face 
paint, cream makeup, nose and scar wax, and latex for students to create their own unique charac-
ters.      

Course Name: Sphero-Roll Into Robotics 
Instructor:  Nick Palczak 
Grades:  3-5: 6-8 
 
Hey kids… Like robots? How about coding? Are you interested in using robots to create art work? 
Not sure what robotics/coding is and want to try? Well if you answered yes to any of these questions 
we got the class for you!  In this session students will use the Sphero SPRK+ robots to be intro-
duced to the field robotics and coding.  Students will also do STEM related activities with the robots 
including painting, light photography, obstacle courses, and musical light shows.  This session is de-
signed for any student interested in learning about the basics of computer coding while enhancing 
their problem solving skills.  No experience required.  So get your summer roll on as you spend a 
week with “Sphero Hero” Nick Palczak and his Sphero robots.  

Course:  Super Strengths 
Instructor:  Anita Andersen 
Level:  3-5 
 
Campers will learn about the science of happiness while exploring character super strengths. They 
will work on computers to create a superhero portrait as well as a computer generated digital portrait 
of their TOP character strength SUPERPOWER. Campers will also be looking at comic books to get 
ideas to create a comic strip featuring their superhero self and their new knowledge of the character 
super strengths. We will also have fun creating and playing a full size board game exploring the su-
per strength icons. When camp is over campers will take home their very own superhero poster!  



Course: Theater 
Instructor:  Logan Rowe 
Level:  6-8:  Mixed 3-8 
 
Want to become an expert in putting on a stage production. ACTING, DIRECTING, STAGE DE-
SIGN... Well, then this is the class for you! In Intro to Theatre, students will learn every aspect of the-
atre from acting, directing, lighting, design, and more and will have a chance to help or be a part of 
one of those areas in an end of the course performance. Besides learning about all the cool aspects 
of live performance, students will also participate in team building games and improv lessons to help 
them work together and always be on their toes. Whether students want to be in the spotlight or 
work behind the scenes, there is a place for everyone in Intro to Theatre!  

Course:  Video Game Design 
Instructor:  Devin Wemple 
Level:  3-5:  6-8 
 
Students will embark on a journey into creating their own video games. Every pixel will be their own, 
every animation and movement will be by their own hand in programming, and every possibility is 
out there for them to harness and create in their own video game. Students will learn how easy it 
can be to make basic two dimensional games, but also may take it to the next level with advanced 
programming and design something unique and original. They will be given step-by-step instructions 
for programming, learn how to draw with pixels, and craft a game that they may take home with 
them on a USB storage device to show their friends and family.  

Course:  Yoga 
Instructor: Molly McAleese 
Level:  6-8 
 
If you have heard of yoga, you might think it is a thing grown ups do to be quiet and stretch. Sure 

that’s part of it, but if you like to play sports, are interested in fitness, enjoy good music in a relaxed 

and fun atmosphere then yoga is for you! It is a great compliment to any activity you enjoy, and you 

can learn to do it anywhere. In this class you will gain strength and flexibility, learn the basic yoga 

poses with safe, proper alignment and breathing techniques, and if you are interested, you may just 

progress into more challenging postures and arm balances throughout the week. No prior experi-

ence necessary. 


