
  

FM Summer Academy 2014 Schedule 

 

Week 1: July 14-18 AM/PM Schedule 

Week 1: Grades 3-5 Morning Classes 

Sprouting Spartans 

Learn about healthy living, fun fitness, and “good and 

tasty snacks” in this hands-on camp. You will learn about 

nutrition, exercise, and learn examples of yummy snacks 

that you can make for yourself. This camp is all about 

making exercise fun. At the end, you will go through an 

obstacle course! 

Instructor: Cecilia Karutis 

Week 1: July 14-18 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Hands-On Tech 

This course section is now FULL 

This session is geared towards anyone who has ever 

gotten in trouble for taking apart something just to find 

out how it works. Learn about technology in a very hands-

on environment geared towards active kids who are 

technologically competent, capable, and like to work on 

projects. 

Instructor: Jeremy Spraggs 

Week 1: July 14-18 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Summer Scopes: Discover the Micro-Universe 

Interested in a career in science?  Take a closer look at 

this course! Throughout this exciting week of summer 

camp, students will have a hands on experience with 

microscopes, microscopic organisms, and one celled and 

multi cellular organisms on an up close and personal level. 

See the world from a new perspective! 

Instructor: Kayla Butler 

Week 1: July 14-18 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 



  

The Science of Art 

Attention: Artists. Did you know that science and art are 

very closely related? In this class, you will learn how to 

find art in nature and also using technology. You will 

create art with a variety of mediums and have a great 

portfolio to show off to your friends and family by the 

end of the week. 

Instructor: Kevin Fleming 

Week 1: July 14-18 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Marvelous Monsters 

Explore mysterious mythologies, wild imaginations, 

through a myriad of textures and bold colors as we draw 

and paint monstrosities! Instructor is an elementary art 

teacher with nearly 30 years teaching experience. 

Instructor: Kathleen Hallam-Bushek 

Week 1: July 14-18 AM 

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

 

Week 1: Grades 3-5 Afternoon Classes 

The Science of Art 

Attention: Artists. Did you know that science and art are 

very closely related? In this class, you will learn how to 

find art in nature and also using technology. You will 

create art with a variety of mediums and have a great 

portfolio to show off to your friends and family by the 

end of the week. 

Instructor: Kevin Fleming 

Week 1: July 14-18 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Summer Scopes: Discover the Micro-Universe 

Interested in a career in science?  Take a closer look at 

this course! Throughout this exciting week of summer 

camp, students will have a hands on experience with 

microscopes, microscopic organisms, and one celled and 

multi cellular organisms on an up close and personal level. 

See the world from a new perspective! 

Instructor: Kayla Butler 

Week 1: July 14-18 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 



“Think Outside the Box” through Exploration and 

Engagement 

How would you construct a tower using only 15 

marshmallows? This STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, and Math) course will challenge you to 

“think outside the box” by working collaboratively and 

using your critical thinking skills to solve problems. The 

instructor is the 2014 winner of the Sylvia Shugrue 

Award from the National Science Teacher Association 

and has taught this course before in China…in Chinese! 

Instructor: Lisa Ernst 

Week 1: July 14-18 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Dragon Drama 

Dragons abound in all their glory and temperaments! 

Explore the many styles and origins of these magnificent 

wonders as well as dramatic ways to portray them. 

Instructor is an elementary art teacher with nearly 30 

years teaching experience. 

Instructor: Kathleen Hallam-Bushek 

Week 3: July 14-18  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Week 1: Grades 6-9 Morning Classes 

Hunger Games! 

The Hunger Games series is one of the most popular 

young adult reads in the country. If these books had you 

at the edge of your seat, you will love Hunger Games 

Camp! Spend the week diving deep into the books with a 

series of activities that will make you want to volunteer 

as tribute. May the odds be ever in your favor! 

Instructor: Madeline Egelston 

Week 1: July 14-18 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 

Multicultural Art Week 

Travel around the world of art at FM this summer. By the 

end of this busy week, you will have created a variety of 

art projects, such as African masks, Mexican Oaxaca 

sculptures, and Egyptian amulets, and have a great 

portfolio to show your friends and family. The instructor 

is a middle school art teacher with over 30 years of 

experience in commercial art and illustration. 

Instructor: Michelle Egelston 

Week 1: July 14-18 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

 



 

  

Week 1: Grades 6-9 Afternoon Classes 

Hunger Games! 

The Hunger Games series is one of the most popular 

young adult reads in the country. If these books had you 

at the edge of your seat, you will love Hunger Games 

Camp! Spend the week diving deep into the books with a 

series of activities that will make you want to volunteer 

as tribute. May the odds be ever in your favor! 

Instructor: Madeline Egelston 

Week 1: July 14-18 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 

Sprouting Spartans 

Learn about healthy living, fun fitness, and “good and 

tasty snacks” in this hands-on camp. You will learn about 

nutrition, exercise, and learn examples of yummy snacks 

that you can make for yourself. This camp is all about 

making exercise fun. At the end, you will go through an 

obstacle course! 

Instructor: Cecilia Karutis 

Week 1: July 14-18 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 

The Phreekshow School of Magic and Illusion 

The Phreekshow School of Magic & Illusion is a very 

interactive, hands-on form of learning where students will 

be taught the rules in magic, terms used in magic, several 

magic tricks and illusions, as well as how to perform them. 

Learn how to present the tricks, as well as how to use 

showmanship to make your tricks effective. At the end of 

the course, your parents/guardians will be invited to see 

what you’ve learned throughout the course in a live 

spectacle where you will perform in your own show to 

amaze and bewilder. Each student will also be given a 

Phreekshow Productions Certificate of Completion. 

Instructor has been practicing magic for over 15 years. 

Instructor: Jak Creatlach 

Week 1: July 14-18 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 



  

Week 2: July 21-25 AM/PM Schedule  

Week 2: Grades 3-5 Morning Classes 

Science Can Be FUN! 

Learn science hands-on by doing “cool” things such as 

building a scale rollercoaster, competing to see who can 

build the fastest maze, and dropping eggs. This week is 

packed full of fun activities with a scientific twist. 

Instructor is certified to teach Project Wet and Wild, a 

fun interactive science program. 

Instructor: Samantha Nealon 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Gym Class 101 

Are you a kid constantly on the move? Do you love being 

active? Join us for Gym Class 101 for a week of learning 

new sports, as well as playing games you already know and 

love. Instructor is the Head Softball Coach at FM. 

Instructor: Meghan Power 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Junior Chefs 

If you’ve always loved to play around in the kitchen, you 

won’t want to miss this! Learn how to make delicious foods 

from scratch using a professional facility at HFM-BOCES. 

You will get a wide range of experiences this week from 

making homemade dough to decorating cupcakes. Yum! 

Instructor: Rebecca  Skretkowicz 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

The Magical World of Harry Potter 

Greetings to all fellow muggles wishing to take part in the 

transformation to enter the magical world of Harry 

Potter!   You’ll begin by being sorted into your own team 

house and then create wands, discover magical creatures 

and ways to care for them, design your own Marauder's 

map, and learn to make Muggle Potion.  We may even end 

the week experience by participating in a jolly game of 

Quidditch, or as the muggles know it as Pennitch.  Come 

and join in on the wizarding experience! 

Instructor: Amanda Jensen 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 



 

  

Cosmetology Camp 

This is a true hands-on experience for the student who 

has ever thought about a career in cosmetology. Learn the 

basic hairstyle techniques and current trends. Every day, 

you’ll learn a new technique including braiding, extensions, 

hair chalking, nail art, facials and up-dos. By the end of 

the week you’ll have created your own portfolio to share 

with family and friends. There is a wide variety of 

opportunities in the profession of cosmetology. Explore 

your talents and interests in this fun week-long Academy 

Instructor: Julie Mead 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Week 2: Grades 3-5 Afternoon Classes 

Science Can Be FUN! 

Learn science hands-on by doing “cool” things such as 

building a scale rollercoaster, competing to see who can 

build the fastest maze, and dropping eggs. This week is 

packed full of fun activities with a scientific twist. 

Instructor is certified to teach Project Wet and Wild, a 

fun interactive science program. 

Instructor: Samantha Nealon 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Reader Response Scrapbooking 

In this interactive course, students will bring in materials, 

such as pictures from home, to journal about. Throughout 

the course of the week, students will create a scrapbook 

journal that will be a fun keepsake for years to come! 

Instructor is a Reading Teacher and has taught previously 

at the FM Summer Academy 

Instructor: Amanda Jensen 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 



 

  

Hippie Week 

Hippie Week is back by popular demand! Explore the 

world of 1960s art and music. This colorful, fun week of 

art includes pop art, splatter paintings, and 3-D sculpture. 

You will also learn how to make the perfect tie-dye 

shirt…all while listening to cool music from the 1960s. 

Hippie attire is optional. 

Instructor: Michelle Egelston 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Week 2: Grades 6-9 Morning Classes 

Junior Chefs 

If you’ve always loved to play around in the kitchen, 

you won’t want to miss this! Learn how to make 

delicious foods from scratch using a professional 

facility at HFM-BOCES. You will get a wide range of 

experiences this week from making homemade dough 

to decorating cupcakes. Yum! 

Instructor: Rebecca  Skretkowicz 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9  

Notes: 

Cosmetology Camp 

This is a true hands-on experience for the student 

who has ever thought about a career in cosmetology. 

Learn the basic hairstyle techniques and current 

trends. Every day, you’ll learn a new technique 

including braiding, extensions, hair chalking, nail art, 

facials and up-dos. By the end of the week you’ll have 

created your own portfolio to share with family and 

friends. There is a wide variety of opportunities in the 

profession of cosmetology. Explore your talents and 

interests in this fun week-long Academy 

Instructor: Julie Mead 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 



Computer Construction and Intro to Networking 

This is a true hands-on experience for the young adult 

who loves to tinker with computers and technology.  

Computers are at the core of our daily lives.  Imagine 

learning to take a computer from a group of parts to a 

working computer!  You will build a computer and setup 

a wireless network for better performance and 

gaming.  Both basic and advanced computers will be 

utilized in this camp.  Build a PC from individual parts, 

install an operating system, configure basic computer 

security, and connect computers to a wired and 

wireless network.  

Instructor: Sean Mahon 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9  

Sign up for this course and 

the PM Advanced course 

for an even more in-depth 

experience 

Notes: 

Hands-On Tech 

This session is geared towards anyone who has ever 

gotten in trouble for taking apart something just to 

find out how it works. Learn about technology in a very 

hands-on environment geared towards active kids who 

are technologically competent, capable, and like to 

work on projects. 

Instructor: Jeremy Spraggs 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 

Week 2: Grades 6-9 Afternoon Classes 

Zombie Make-Up 

Have you ever wondered how zombies on shows like 

The Walking Dead look so real? You can learn how to 

do that! In this class, students will learn the basics of 

makeup application starting from basic bruises and 

body trauma to latex application and realistic cuts and 

wounds.  To introduce them to latex, each student will 

learn how to use it by making their very own pair of 

wearable rotting zombie hands.  On the final day of 

this week, students will partner up and utilize what 

they had learned and apply trauma makeup to each 

other. Demos will be given so students will see in 

person how everything is done for everything they 

themselves will be doing! 

Instructor: Devin Wemple 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 



 

  

Advanced Computer Construction 

*Students in this class must be enrolled in the AM 

session or have previously taken Computer Construction* 

This is an advanced version of Computer Construction 

class. Students will be taking their prior knowledge of 

computer construction to the next level with this in-

depth course. 

Instructor: Sean Mahon 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 

“Think Outside the Box” through Exploration and 

Engagement 

How would you construct a tower using only 15 

marshmallows? This STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, and Math) course will challenge you 

to “think outside the box” by working collaboratively 

and using your critical thinking skills to solve problems. 

The instructor is the 2014 winner of the Sylvia 

Shugrue Award from the National Science Teacher 

Association, has worked at Stanford University, and 

has taught this course before in Shanghai, China…in 

Chinese! 

Instructor: Lisa Ernst 

Week 2: July 21-25 AM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 AM/PM Schedule  

Week 3: Grades 3-5 Morning Classes 

Gym Class 101 

Are you a kid constantly on the move? Do you love 

being active? Join us for Gym Class 101 for a week of 

learning new sports, as well as playing games you 

already know and love. Instructor is the Head Softball 

Coach at FM. 

Instructor: Meghan Power 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 



  

American Sign Language 

At any age, learning a new language is fun and fulfilling.  

Sign language is a visual gestural language that is 

totally different from English, or from any other 

language you may know.  Learn about facial expression, 

grammar, and vocabulary and be able to sign your 

favorite songs with fellow friends.  You’ll learn to sign 

the alphabet and numbers and you will be able to 

introduce yourself and tell others about yourself, all 

through sign language. Instructor is deaf and has 

extensive experience working with children. 

Instructor: Jacob Veeder 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Horse Course 

Are you horse crazy???? Horse Course is a basic 

introduction to all things horse!  Equines have 

historically been important and still now have an 

economic, social, psychological/emotional niche in 

today’s world.  This course will help connect you with 

another species to teach important lessons about self 

and others that can have a lasting impact.  Horses can 

be an entry into sports, lifetime hobbies, various 

professions, and esthetic enjoyment of nature.  

Horses are engaging and fun to be with. This course 

includes a visit to a real horse farm! Instructor is a 

retired teacher with extensive experience working 

with horses and children. 

Instructor: Becky Montano 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

“The Voice” 

Do you like to sing and perform? Are you up for 

friendly competition? If so, this is the camp for you! 

During this camp, we will choose and rehearse group 

and solo songs. At the end of the week, we will 

perform for an audience. 

Instructor: Samantha Nealon 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 



  

Marvelous Monsters 

Explore mysterious mythologies, wild imaginations, 

through a myriad of textures and bold colors as we 

draw and paint monstrosities! Instructor is an 

elementary art teacher with nearly 30 years teaching 

experience. 

Instructor: Kathleen Hallam-Bushek 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Week 3: Grades 3-5 Afternoon Classes 

Youth Band Clinic 

Students with at least one year band experience can 

further progress in their technique for their 

instrument. Practice and perfect a piece of music all 

week, then perform for friends and family at the end 

of the week. Students must provide their own 

instrument (except percussion) and music stand.  

Instructor is a professional musician and Executive 

Director of Gloversville Community Music. 

Instructor: Joshua Thompson 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Zumbatomic 

Zumbatomic is a program for kids age 8-12 based on 

Zumba! Zumba Fitness classes are extremely popular 

in our area as well as around the world! The music, 

while being age appropriate is fun and exciting. 

Learning dances from around the world will appeal to 

students who enjoy moving and expressing themselves. 

You will learn international rhythms, fun and exciting 

dance routines, and the importance of exercise long 

with health and wellness. You will also have the 

opportunity to work on their own choreography and 

express themselves through dance and music. It’s just 

plain fun!! 

Instructor: Samantha Kollar 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 



 

 

“Think Outside the Box” through Exploration and 

Engagement 

How would you construct a tower using only 15 

marshmallows? This STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, and Math) course will challenge you 

to “think outside the box” by working collaboratively 

and using your critical thinking skills to solve problems. 

The instructor is the 2014 winner of the Sylvia 

Shugrue Award from the National Science Teacher 

Association, has worked at Stanford University, and 

has taught this course before in Shanghai, China…in 

Chinese! 

Instructor: Lisa Ernst 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Dragon Drama 

Dragons abound in all their glory and temperaments! 

Explore the many styles and origins of these 

magnificent wonders as well as dramatic ways to 

portray them. Instructor is an elementary art teacher 

with nearly 30 years teaching experience. 

Instructor: Kathleen Hallam-Bushek 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 3-5 

Notes: 

Week 3: Grades 6-9 Morning Classes 

Youth Band Clinic 

Students with at least one year band experience can 

further progress in their technique for their 

instrument. Practice and perfect a piece of music all 

week, then perform for friends and family at the end 

of the week. Students must provide their own 

instrument (except percussion) and music stand. 

Instructor is a professional musician and Executive 

Director of Gloversville Community Music. 

Instructor: Joshua Thompson 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9  

Notes: 



 

Zumba 

Zumba Fitness classes are extremely popular in our 

area as well as around the world! Learning dances from 

around the world will appeal to students who enjoy 

moving and expressing themselves. You will learn 

international rhythms, fun and exciting dance routines, 

and the importance of exercise, health, and wellness. 

You will also have the opportunity to work on their own 

choreography and express themselves through dance 

and music. Activities such as creating costumes and 

instruments will be provided. It’s just plain fun!! 

Instructor: Samantha Kollar 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9  

Notes: 

Hands On History 

Go back in time and get your “hands on history!” Travel 

around Montgomery County with Mrs. Thompson as we 

uncover clues to the past. Learn about your local 

history and have fun doing it! So much to learn, so 

much to get our hands on. Instructor has been a Social 

Studies teacher for 22 years. 

Instructor: Holly Thompson 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 AM  

(9:00 AM-12:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 

Week 3: Grades 6-9 Afternoon Classes 

The Phreekshow School of Magic and Illusion 

The Phreekshow School of Magic & Illusion is a very 

interactive, hands-on form of learning where students 

will be taught the rules in magic, terms used in magic, 

several magic tricks and illusions, as well as how to 

perform them. Learn how to present the tricks, as well 

as how to use showmanship to make your tricks 

effective. At the end of the course, your families will 

be invited to see what you’ve learned throughout the 

course in a live spectacle where you will perform in your 

own show to amaze and bewilder. Instructor has been 

practicing magic for over 15 years. 

Instructor: Jak Creatlach 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 



 

American Sign Language 

At any age, learning a new language is fun and fulfilling.  

Sign language is a visual gestural language that is totally 

different from English, or from any other language you 

may know.  Learn about facial expression, grammar, and 

vocabulary and be able to sign your favorite songs with 

fellow friends.  You’ll learn to sign the alphabet and 

numbers and you will be able to introduce yourself and 

tell others about yourself, all through sign language. 

Instructor is a 14-year ASL interpreter and instructor. 

Instructor: Cheryl Schiemer 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 

“The Voice” 

Do you like to sing and perform? Are you up for friendly 

competition? If so, this is the camp for you! During this 

camp, we will choose and rehearse group and solo songs. 

At the end of the week, we will perform for an audience. 

Instructor: Samantha Nealon 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 

“Think Outside the Box” through Exploration and 

Engagement 

How would you construct a tower using only 15 

marshmallows? This STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, and Math) course will challenge you to 

“think outside the box” by working collaboratively and 

using your critical thinking skills to solve problems. The 

instructor is the 2014 winner of the Sylvia Shugrue 

Award from the National Science Teacher Association, 

has worked at Stanford University, and has taught this 

course before in Shanghai, China…in Chinese! 

Instructor: Lisa Ernst 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 

Hands On History 

Go back in time and get your “hands on history!” Travel 

around Montgomery County with Mrs. Thompson as we 

uncover clues to the past. Learn about your local history 

and have fun doing it! So much to learn, so much to get 

our hands on. Instructor has been a Social Studies 

teacher for 22 years. 

Instructor: Holly Thompson 

Week 3: July 28-Aug 1 PM  

(1:00 PM-4:00 PM) 

Grades 6-9 

Notes: 


