
On Friday, November 14, the Foundation of FM 
hosted its Eighth Annual Distinguished Alumni 

Awards Dinner honoring graduates Terri G. Easterly 
’97, Wally Hart ’78, ’82–’84, and Erik D. Wert, D.O., 
F.A.C.O.I. ’92.

The evening included special recognition of 
FM’s scholarship and award donors and student 
recipients. Keynote Speaker for the event was 
Pierre Alric, Foundation of FM Board member and 
a 2011 Distinguished Alumni recipient. ▲
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2014 Distinguished Alumni

2 Foundation 
Board 
member 
Helen Buanno 
’69, 
entertainer 
Mick “Ody B 
Goldy” Boslet 
’70, friend of the college Kay Friello, and 
Foundation Board member Sandra Maceyka
3 Student athletes from the men’s baseball team 
Raymond Osterhout, DaShon Boyles, Andrew Houser, 
and Kristjian Maksuti

4 President Swanger, scholarship recipients Matthew 
Kinney, Ashley Ostrander, Tabitha Milano, Budimir 
Markovic, and Trustee Chair and the evening’s emcee 
Michael J. Pepe ’78 (a recipient of the first Distinguished 
Alumni Awards, 2007)
5 Foundation Administrative Assistant Diane Boslet ’11 
pins a boutonnière on emcee Michael J. Pepe ’78 
6 Mick “Ody B. Goldy” Boslet ’70 entertained during the 
evening’s cocktail hour

L-R:  Distinguished Alumni Award Recipients 
Wally Hart, Terri G. Easterly, and Dr. Erik Wert 
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2nd Annual Buck Moon Arts Festival July 11, 2015

Plans are underway for FM’s 2nd Annual 
Buck Moon Arts Festival. Last year’s festival 

drew hundreds of visitors to the college campus 
for the inaugural event which included artists and 
vendors from across the state and beyond.

This year’s festival coordinator Shirl Doherty says 
there will be several new additions to the event. 
“We (the Buck Moon Planning Committee) surveyed 
our visitors and participants last year and took much 
of their feedback into consideration. We will have 
additional tent seating for our visitors and a very 
cool, hands-on children’s art project. There will also 
be interactive performance artists roving the campus 
quad throughout the event.”

Also of note is the committee’s plan to support local 
student artists and musicians. Shirl notes, “Our area 
has so many talented young artists and this festival 
is the perfect opportunity for them to showcase 
themselves and their work.”

The one-day festival will kick off with an opening 
night Alumni Art Show on Friday, July 10 followed 
by the full day of events on Saturday, July 11.

Interested artists, musicians, and vendors may 
contact Shirl Doherty at auntiebuck15@gmail.com 
or by phone at (518) 791-8561. Those who would 
like to participate in planning this year’s Buck Moon 
Arts Festival may also contact her. ▲

Fact regarding the Buck Moon name: 
July is the month of the Full Buck Moon. 
Bucks begin to grow new antlers at this time.
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TheTOWER  FACULTY FOCUS • James Hinkle

TheTOWER  THREE NEW FACULTY

TheTOWER  RETIREE • Sheryl Seppa

James Hinkle, Associate Professor of 
Media Communication and Broadcast 

Media, grew up in Galion, Ohio, just north of 
Columbus. As a teenager, he would listen to 
the signals from WABC, New York, or WCFL 
or WLS, Chicago, which bounced off the 
ionosphere at night. “I wanted to be a disc 
jockey just like Cousin Brucie, Dick Biondi 
and Jim Stagg,” he said. With that in mind, 
Jim attended Ohio University earning a 
Bachelor’s of Science in Communication 
(Radio-TV) and a Master’s of Science in 
Journalism.

 

Prior to his 19 years with FM, Jim had 
many jobs under his belt. He was a DJ for 
a Chillicothe, Ohio, radio station; a reporter 
for the Gloversville Leader-Herald; a 
reporter for the Schenectady Gazette 
covering Fulton County; worked in Public 
Affairs for Contel, the local phone company 
(former FM President Ken LaSalle hired 
him); was Executive Director for Foothills 
Youth Services, group homes for court-
placed teens who suffered extreme neglect 
and abuse; and an adjunct instructor at 
FM teaching TV production. In 1996, Jim 
became a full-time faculty member. The 
communication courses incorporated all 

the skills he had acquired throughout his 
well-rounded career.

“This is a completely different college from 
the one I covered for the Leader and from 
when I first came to work here,” says Jim. 
“Leadership has been the key factor.”

Jim is very involved with his community 
serving on the Johnstown School Board, 
the Fulton County Planning Board, and 
working with several economic development 
corporations. He was a Presbyterian Church 
Elder, a member of the Burroughs Nature 
Study Club, the college’s Communications 
Club advisor, and an Academic Integrity 
Committee member.

Jim and his wife Linda live in Johnstown.  
“Linda and I met the first day of junior high 
school. I was in seventh grade, she was in 
eighth. In the spring of her senior year, I was 
walking home after school, and she and her 
boyfriend Ron were in front of me. The next 
day at school I took her hand and told her 
I was jealous because I wanted to walk with 
Ron. She slugged me in the shoulder. We 
had our first date shortly after that. Several 
weeks later, her family moved to Michigan, 
and she attended the University of Michigan. 
We married in 1969, 45 years ago.”

Linda earned a BFA from the University 
of Michigan and has a successful graphic 
design business. They have two daughters; 
Shelby holds a Doctorate from Northern 
Colorado University and is on staff at the 
University of Vermont, Lindsay has a 
Master’s degree from the London School 
of Economics and works for the Lexington 

Foundation. 
A hobby Jim 
enjoys is 
stained glass, 
creating 
windows 
designed by 
Linda.

Jim will be 
retiring at the 
end of this 
academic year. 
He will do 
some traveling, 
mow a lot of 
grass, and 
“take care of me.”

Asked if he would change anything about 
his life, Jim says he only wishes he had 
had self-confidence early in his career. 
“I wouldn’t want to be any other age (65), 
though. My family has been blessed.” ▲

Jim with his wife Linda 
and Jim’s 2014  

Chancellor’s Award

“This is a completely different college 
from the one I covered for the Leader 

and from when I first came to work 
here,” says Jim. “Leadership has 

been the key factor.”

FM added three new full-time faculty members to its teaching roster: Computer 
Science Instructor Julia Merritt of Perth, Electrical Technology Instructor 

Roger Young of Rexford, and Computer Science Instructor Michael Testa of 
Amsterdam. Welcome, all! ▲

Sheryl Seppa, Early Childhood Education Professor, will be retiring this December. Sheryl began her career at FM in 
1995. She is a 2007 recipient of the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching and, as the advisor to ECCHO (Early 

Childhood Club Helping Others), she has received the Bill Pierce Advisor of Excellence Award twice. Sheryl says the true 
reward is helping her students make a difference in the lives of others. Her life quote is, “Love what you do and you’ll 
never work a day in your life.” Sheryl has been awarded Emerita status as of January 1, 2015. Congratulations! ▲

Julia Merritt Roger Young Michael Testa

Sheryl Seppa



Transitioning to Student Life

A transition into civilian life is sometimes 
hard and confusing for a veteran who 

has been accustomed to structure and a 
POD (Plan of the Day) to guide him or her. 
One thing that can be terrifying for many 
of us is having to further education to 
achieve a degree for a new career in civilian 
life. What follows is my perspective and 
experience with a veteran-friendly college.

The process, although intimidating at first, 
is not left for the veteran to manage alone. 
FM staff took a seat with me and explained 

the benefits I was eligible for as a Navy 
Veteran including grants, scholarships, 
and loan options. The next step was to 
decide which direction I needed to take to 
achieve my goals and my Associate’s degree. 
This was simplified with the help of both the 
Career Advisor and Certifying Benefits 
Officer. With the financial questions 
answered and the courses decided, the next 
question for me was whether or not I could 
handle the classes. I had been out of school 
for 22 years! I asked myself, could I do this? 
The answer was clear: yes. With the help 
offered at FM (not just to veterans), including 
tutoring and academic support, I was 

confident I would be okay. 

Once financing, courses, and support were 
in place, the challenge was to adapt to 
civilian life. With no more uniforms or 
saluting, no military family to talk to (which 
I miss), FM recognized the need for veterans 
to have something on campus to make them 
feel at home and help them acclimate to new 
surroundings and experiences. An active 
campus Military Club, open to all students, 
was initiated to recognize veterans and show 
appreciation for their service to our country. 

The Financial Aid office worked in conjunc-
tion with the Veteran’s Administration to 
ensure that I received applicable financial 
benefits while attending college. I was also 
pleasantly surprised that FM constantly 
strives to improve its relationship with our 
Sailors, Soldiers, Marines, and Airmen.

FM removed everything I thought were 
obstacles and allowed me to focus 
on earning my degree and reaching my 
goals. The rest is up to the veteran. As 
one to another, I would say that anything is 
possible if you just try hard enough; don’t be 
afraid to reach out to ask for a hand up. FM 
Leaves NO Veteran Behind. This exemplifies 
its dedication to our “Nation’s Heroes.” ▲
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TheTOWER  PERSPECTIVE • By Gary Thomson Student and Navy Veteran

Electrical Technology graduates Adam 
Keeler and Dan Sowle are both grateful 

they had the opportunity to learn under the 
direction of recently retired Electrical 
Technology Professor Rich Prestopnik.

“I was very happy to be one of the last 
students to go through the two-year program 
with Mr. P.,” said Adam, who grew up in 
a family of electricians. “I always had an 
interest in the field of electronics, but 
wanted to be in the military. I joined the 
Army Reserves so I could live at home, 
work, and go to college.”

While at FM, Adam took part in an internship 
program through a co-op with the College 
of Nanoscale Science and Engineering and 
GLOBALFOUNDRIES. “During one of my 
intern shifts, I was offered a full-time 
job with GLOBALFOUNDRIES. I can’t say 
enough to others that if you are serious 
about getting a good job in a growing field, 
come check out FM’s Electrical Technology 
program.”

Dan agrees. He was hired at Applied 
Materials, a global leader in providing 
innovative equipment, services and software 
to enable the manufacture of advanced 
semiconductor, flat panel display, and solar 
photovoltaic products. “At FM, I learned 
everything I needed to know to get my foot 
in the door,” says Dan. “FM has a cleanroom, 
teaches you the gowning procedures, and 
lets you know what’s expected of you at a 
facility like Applied Materials. Getting hired 
was a really big deal for me and it’s a 
wonderful opportunity for my family.”

Dan was a non-traditional student—married 
with three grown children. He dabbled in 
electronics and computers, but didn’t see 
it as a career opportunity. “I always wanted 
to go to college and learn more about 
electronics, but never had the opportunity. 
Now that my kids are older, I made college 
and an electronics career a reality.”

Dan went to classes during the day and 
worked overnight shifts for the past two 
years. Adam spent one weekend a month 
with his Army Unit and worked full-time. 
Although it was difficult, they both agree it 
was worth it. “You do what you have to do,” 
said Dan. “If I can work full-time, go to class, 
and do well, I believe anybody can.” Adam 
agrees: “You have to push yourself to do 
the things you want.”

“Mr. P.’s retirement is a great loss for FM,” 
says Dan. “But because of his efforts and 
getting the program headed in the right 
direction, I believe FM’s Electrical Technology 
will continue to thrive.” ▲

TheTOWER  ALUMNI FEATURE • Adam Keeler & Dan Sowle Class of 2014

FM Veteran Support staff hosted a “Thank You for Your Service” luncheon in the campus’ large lounge  
on Thursday, November 13. Guests from Adaptive Sports/National Games at Stratton VA Medical Center 
gave a presentation to the group of campus veterans. 

Adam 
Keeler

Dan 
Sowle

Gary
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TheTOWER  Alumna Feature • Karen Smith Class of 1966

TheTOWER  RWB SCHOLARSHIP • Taiwo Ekundayo

TheTOWER  SUPPORTING THE FOUNDATION OF FM

Karen Smith, while a student at 
Gloversville High School, was unsure 

where she wanted to attend college. The 
“new” community college was the logical 
choice.

“I had no way to know that when I applied at 
FM, I was the first applicant from Gloversville 
and the first to be accepted. There was an 
announcement in the Leader-Herald 
accompanied by a picture of founding 
President Dr. William Gragg, Ed Subik 
(the first student to be accepted from 
Johnstown), and myself. Ed and I were also 
invited to meet the Fulton County Board of 
Supervisors,” said Karen.

At FM Karen chose to major in French 
since there wasn’t a program for elementary 
education at the time. “After 50 years, I 
remember Mr. Joyce who taught English 
Literature and directed drama productions, 
for which I volunteered on stage crew. 
He made Shakespeare very interesting 
and relevant which, as a future Reading 
Specialist, I know is not easy. Since this is a 
small community, one of his sons and mine 
met in elementary school and were friends 
for a while. Most likely, I gave Miss Burke 
moments of agony with my atrocious French 

pronunciation, but we both survived!”

After graduating, Karen transferred to 
SUC at Brockport and earned a B.S. in 
Elementary Education. She went on to 
Russell Sage College earning a Master’s 
in Diagnostic Reading. “Seven years ago I 
retired from the Greater Amsterdam School 
District as a Reading Specialist. Over the 
years I have taught elementary grades, 
middle school diagnostic reading and 
social studies, and finally reading at all 
levels. I credit my first college experiences 
at FM for being able to attain my goal of 
being a teacher.”

Karen remained in Gloversville to raise 
her son Eric, who now lives in Georgia 
with his family. Currently, she serves the 
community in a number of ways, including 
as President of the Gloversville Business 
Improvement District representing Schine 
Memorial Hall where she is a manager.

Comparing the college of the ’60s to 
today’s FM, Karen had this to say: “The 
direction in which Dr. Swanger is leading FM 
is a testament not only to his commitment 
to students, but to the quality of education 
that can be achieved at a community college. 
I sincerely recommend FM to anyone who is 

looking for a start toward a productive 
future, while at the same time wishing to 
do so in an environment where students do 
not feel like a number in a large setting. In 
the ’60s, FM was a tremendous asset to the 
community-at-large; that hasn’t changed, 
and hopefully never will.” ▲

Taiwo Ekundayo, a Radiologic Technology student, was awarded a 
$1,000 scholarship from Radiologists without Borders (RWB). The 

scholarship is awarded to an international student studying in the field.

Tai is from Nigeria and was nominated for the award by Radiologic 
Technology Assistant Professor Karlyn LaBate.

The mission of Radiologists without Borders is to bring lifesaving 
diagnostic imaging solutions to medically underserved populations 
worldwide. “As caregivers, it is our moral, ethical, and professional 
obligation to level the playing field by providing the best of the best 
to all, independent of geography and socio-economic status,” says 
Dr. Tariq Gill, Radiologists without Borders founder and a generous 
supporter of the college. ▲

FM’s Founding President 
Dr. William Gragg, Karen Smith 
(seated, center), and Ed Subik.

Radiologic Technology 
Assistant Professor 
Karlyn LaBate with Taiwo

John Lesniewski, Assistant Vice President and Branch Manager of NBT Bank, Amsterdam, with Lesley 
Lanzi, FM’s Chief Advancement Officer and Executive Director of The Foundation. Lesniewski presented 

her with a $10,000 check on behalf of NBT Bank, the fourth installment of NBT’s $50,000 pledge to The 
Foundation. “We are extremely grateful to our friends at NBT Bank and their continued support of the 
College and its students,” said Lesley. “This donation will help FM with the many upcoming capital 
projects to benefit our students and their future.” For information on how you can support FM, contact 
the Foundation Office at (518) 736-FMCC (3622) ext. 8020. ▲
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TheTOWER  MULTICULTURAL SERVICE AWARD • John van Bladel

John van Bladel, Psychology Instructor at FM, was awarded the 
2014 Leadership Council on Inclusion (LCI) Multicultural Service Award 

presented to him at LCI’s Multicultural Awards Reception held at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute on Friday, October 17.

The Mission of the Leadership Council on Inclusion is to enhance and 
promote diversity and multicultural programs at educational institutions 
and agencies in the Capital Region of New York State. The council 
serves as a resource, advocate, and catalyst for the implementation of 
institutional change related to local and national issues of inclusion in 
education.

“John teaches with the overarching theme of peace and inclusion and has 
even created courses to help the College fulfill its mission of fostering 
an environment of civility,” said LCI member and FM’s Outreach and 
Retention Coordinator JeanMarie Reinke. ▲

Instructor John 
van Bladel with his 
colleagues at the 
awards reception. 

From left, Human 
Services Professor 
Marlene Guiffre, 
van Bladel, Outreach 
and Retention 
Coordinator 
JeanMarie Reinke, 
and Science 
Professor Laurie 
Freeman.

TheTOWER  LITERACY MATTERS TO FM STUDENTS

TheTOWER  PERRELLA GALLERY

Dr. Paula Brown-Weinstock, Associate 
Professor of Psychology, and her Child 

Development class organized a book drive 
from September 15–October 1.

The project was an effort to support 
Gloversville School District’s “Literacy 
Matters” school year theme, reminding 
students of the importance of reading, 
writing, speaking, and problem solving.

According to Dr. Brown-Weinstock, 
503 books were collected and donated 
to Boulevard Elementary, Gloversville. ▲

FM  ‘s Perrella Gallery hosted Angelus—Works by Gail Nadeau. The exhibition featured 
more than 70 works by the native of Albany, NY. Nadeau’s work combines her interest in 

photography, printmaking, and painting to create a theme based on the manipulating of a single 
photograph that has been reinterpreted through a series of images utilizing a variety of media. ▲ 

Photograph: Nadeau at the entrance to the Perrella Gallery with 
Fine Arts Professor and Perrella  Gallery Director Joel Chapin.

6

CALL FOR ARTISTS!
FM ALUMNI ART SHOW – FRIDAY, JULY 10, 2015
To kick off the Buck Moon Arts Festival (see Page 2), the Perrella 
Gallery will be showcasing works by alumni artists at the FM 

Alumni Art Show, which will open Friday evening, July 10, 2015, 
and continue through the summer.

For details on entering your work, please contact Fine Arts Professor and Perrella Gallery 
Director Joel Chapin at (518) 736-FMCC (3622), ext. 8977, or email joel.chapin@fmcc.edu.
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TheTOWER  LADY RAIDERS VOLLEYBALL TEAM

The Lady Raiders Volleyball team finished their season with a 
sterling 24–4 record. They won the Mountain Valley Conference 

Tournament and went on to the Region 3 Tournament. The Raiders 
had the best record among the eight teams in pool play and went 
on to be tournament semifinalists.

At the November Board of Trustees meeting, the Board began its 
meeting with a proclamation which honored the ladies for their 
outstanding season and postseason success. ▲

Top row: Coach Rachael Salvione, Ayasia Hopkins, Co-Captain Whitney 
Ostrander, Katlyn Pierce, Zara Hyde, Assistant Coach Nicole MacGregor, 
and Assistant Coach Tina Oyler

Bottom Row: Chelsey Ellison, Karissa Morey, Co-Captain Kaylee Gillen, 
Kaylee Robinson, and Elizabeth Hayward

TheTOWER  FM’S RAIDER HAS A NAME!

TheTOWER  FM RECEIVES SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD

After 51 years, the raider mascot finally has a name…Reggie! 
President Swanger announced the new name, voted on through 

a campus polling system, at a Midnight Madness event held Thursday, 
October 23, in the College’s’s Raiders Den. ▲

Standing left to right: Men’s Basketball Head 
Coach Ed Collar, Vice President for Student 
Affairs Jane Kelley, President Swanger, Reggie 
the Raider, Women’s Basketball Head Coach 
and Athletic Director Kevin Jones, Women’s 
Basketball Assistant Coach Clyde Clymer, and 
FM Athletics Website Manager Jay Holcomb. 
Front row: Campus Activities Assistant Meghan 
Power and Campus Activities Assistant Charles 
Beekman.

The college was presented with the 2014 Sportsmanship Award in recognition of exhibiting 
dedication to the honor and integrity of intercollegiate athletics and for the display of outstanding 

sportsmanship during competition by student-athletes and staff. “Displaying good sportsmanship is 
a priority for the NJCAA and Region III,” said Jeffrey Wiley, Director of Athletics, NJCAA Region III 
Men’s Director as he congratulated FM’s Athletic Director Kevin Jones on receiving the award.

“This is a great achievement and a genuine sign of civility as we teach our students to interact in our 
society. I congratulate Kevin and the entire Athletics department on receiving such an honor,” said President Swanger.

Congratulations to all FM Coaches and Staff, including Kevin Jones Director of Athletics and Women’s Basketball Coach, Chris Rogers 
Coordinator for Student Athlete Academic Success, Robin Towne Athletics Administrative Assistant, Jay Holcomb Athletics Website 
Manager, Jamin Clemente Basketball Statistician, Dave Hennessey Baseball Coach, Scott Mastroianni Baseball Assistant Coach, Ed Collar 
Men’s Basketball Coach, Arturo Mcleod Men’s Basketball Assistant Coach, Kevin Kucel Men’s Basketball Assistant Coach and Lady Raiders 
Softball Assistant Coach, Dan Schulz Men’s Basketball Assistant Coach, Donn Truax Men’s Soccer Coach, Tyler Marsh Men’s Soccer 
Assistant Coach, Meghan Power Softball Coach, Clyde Clymer Women’s Basketball Assistant Coach, Steve Lawrence Women’s Soccer 
Coach, Rachael Salvione Women’s Volleyball Coach, Tina Oyler Women’s Volleyball Assistant Coach, and Nicole MacGregor Women’s 
Volleyball Assistant Coach. ▲
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Give a Gift to your Alma Mater
By making a tax-deductible gift to FM Foundation, you will also be making an investment in 
your community. In addition, your employer may have a Matching Gift Program that could increase 
your contribution to your community college.

Yes, I want to make a tax deductible gift to my alma mater FM Foundation. Enclosed is a check 

payable to the Foundation of FM in the amount of:

_______$500       _______$100       _______$50      _______$25       _______other

Please charge my MasterCard or VISA in the amount of:            $_____________

Account #   _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ / ___  Signature   ______________________________________

Gifts of any amount are welcome. Thank you for your contribution.

Name   ___________________________________________________________

Address   __________________________________________________________

City  ________________________________  State ______  Zip  _______________

Phone  _____________________  E-mail   ________________________________

q  Yes, I am interested in making a gift through a bequest, charitable trust, charitable gift annuity, 
life insurance, retirement plan, or other planned gift. Please contact me with further information.

Mail to: The Foundation of FM, 2805 State Highway 67, Johnstown, NY 12095


