
O n April 8, FM hosted The Fabulous Beekman 
Boys who spoke to hundreds of guests about 

“Entrepreneurship in Upstate New York.” The 
Beekman Boys, Josh Kilmer-Purcell and Brent 
Ridge, purchased the historic Schoharie County 
Beekman 1802 Farm in 2007 and, according to 
Nasdaq, “they had no idea that it would launch 
one of the fastest growing lifestyle brands in 
the country. The farm was originally a weekend 
getaway from their fast-paced, hectic New York City 
lives but soon became their salvation after the two 
men lost their jobs within one month of each other 
during the 2008 recession.” Not wanting to lose the 

farm, literally speaking, they knew they had to 
make their weekend getaway a profit-making 
destination…and they did just that! Their story is 
one of hardship, persistence, and not only making 
do with what you have, but collaborating with 
others to become a success.

The presentation was part of the Dr. William M. 
Barto Memorial Lecture Series. Dr. Barto was a 
faculty member killed in an automobile accident 
in August, 2000. It was Dr. Barto who initiated the 
practice of inviting significant guest lecturers to 
the campus.  ▲
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FM Hosts The Fabulous Beekman Boys

Biology Instructor Susan MacLeod, The Fabulous Beekman Boys 
Brent Ridge and Josh Kilmer-Purcell, and President Swanger.

FM Alumni

Audience pictured at right.

Below, right: Asst. Professor of English 
and Barto Committee member Steven 
Hymowech, Ph.D., Administrative 
Assistant to the President’s Office Paula 
Weaver, Brent Ridge, Administrative 
Assistant to the Foundation Diane 
Boslet, President Swanger, Josh 
Kilmer-Purcell, Board of Trustees 
Chair Michael Pepe, and Biology 
Instructor Susan MacLeod 
(instrumental in bringing the Beekmans 
to FM).

Below: Chemistry Instructor Laurie 
Lazinski with the Beekman Boys as 
they autograph her copy of their book, 
following the presentation.
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FM PRESENTS  Buck Moon Arts Festival

Fulton-Montgomery Community College
2805 NYS Rt. 67  •  Johnstown, NY 12095

buckmoonartsfestival.com           Facebook: buckmoonartsfestival

S A T U R D A Y,   J U L Y   1 1,   2 0 1 5

On the Campus of

10 AM — 6 PM
RAIN OR SHINE 

FREE ADMISSION

•  Fine Art & Craft Vendors
•  Live Music All Day

•  Hands-On Art
•  Cider & Wine Tasting
•  Strolling Performers

•  Plein Air Painters
•  Great Food

A Midsummer Celebration of the Creative Spirit

FESTIVAL KICK-OFF
Friday, July 10, 6-9pm 
FM ALUMNI ART SHOW in the Perrella Gallery

Opening Reception, 6-8pm / Free Refreshments

•  Music by KoriSoron Trio, 8-9pm
•  Select Vendors on Hand

•  Special Laser Show, 9pm / Weather Permitting

MUSIC SCHEDULE on the OUTDOOR STAGE
 10:00-11:00 Mary Ryan ~ Singer/Songwriter
 11:15-12:15 Upswing Duo ~ Jazz Standards
 12:30-1:30 Earls Chair ~ Celtic
 1:45-3:00 The Old Main ~ Americana
 3:30-5:00 Maria Zemantauski 
  & the Alegria Trio ~ Flamenco
 5:00-Close Special Guest ~ TBA
ALL DAY
Hands-On Art Projects for All Ages
•  Buck Moon Sculpture
•  Freeform Community Weaving
•  Mobile Mural
•  Take-away Crafts

F  E  S  T  I  V  A  L   S  P  O  N  S  O  R  S

This event is made possible with funds 
from the Montgomery County Occu-
pancy Tax administered by the Mont-
gomery County Board of Supervisors.

Saratoga Arts made this program possible with a 2015 
Community Arts Grant funded by the New York State 
Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and the New York State Legislature.

TOBY’s 
Tent 
RentalsSACANDAGA

VALLEY
ARTS
NETWORK

O  N   T  H  E   C  A  M  P  U  S   O  F

Tourism Department of the Fulton Mont-
gomery Regional Chamber of Commerce.
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TheTOWER  FACULTY FOCUS • Sally James

TheTOWER  RETIREES HONORED

S ally James was born and raised in 
Gloversville. She went to work at 

Gloversville Federal Savings & Loan right 
after graduating from Gloversville High 
School. 

Sally says, “I always wanted to continue my 
education but ‘life happened.’ I got married 
and had three children. I enjoyed my work 
at the bank and took many banking courses 
and advanced positions within GFS, but 
I reached a point where I wanted a change 
and a challenge. I decided to take a class 
at FM, an evening class, because I was still 
working full-time. I took General Psychology 
with Bill Pierce and became hooked on 
college. With the support of my husband, 
I quit my job and started at FM as a full-time 
student. I worked as a student aide in the 
Student Activities Office, joined Phi Theta 
Kappa, and graduated with Honors. I 
transferred to SUNY Oneonta and graduated 
with an education degree. I had just started 
a Master’s program when I was hired at FM 
as the Assistant Director of COCAL.”

Sally has always enjoyed the sense of 

community that prevails at FM: “I have 
always felt the support of my colleagues and 
administration. I have been most fulfilled by 
being a small part of program curriculum 
development that represents trends in 
employment in the communities FM serves. 
I have a special connection to adult students 
(having been one myself) and the challenges 
they have trying to balance family, work and 
school. Watching them break through the 
challenges and succeed is so rewarding.”

She continues, “FM is truly the ‘jewel’ of 
Fulton and Montgomery counties. It fosters 
hope for economic growth for the com-
munities and for individual achievement. I 
have seen the college reach out to the local 
communities more over the last 20 years. 
It is wonderful to see community members 
coming on campus to see plays, art exhibits, 
speakers, summer festivals, concerts, and 
other cultural events. The community mem- 
bers who visit the campus are sometimes 
surprised by what FM offers and always 
leave impressed.”

Sally has been married to her husband 
Marty, a retired teacher from Capital Region 
BOCES, for 41 years. They met in high 
school and have remained together ever 
since. They have three children: a daughter, 
Stacy, who is married with three children 
and lives in Greenville S.C.; a son, Samuel, 
who lives in Gloversville; and a daughter, 
Courtney, who lives in Gloversville where 
she and her husband are expecting their first 
child in September.

In her free time, Sally enjoys being outdoors 
taking part in activities such as flower 
gardening, walking, hiking, taking nature 
photographs, and playing with her 
grandchildren.

“I have a very fortunate life, not because 
I have a lot of money, but because I have 
a wonderful family and many great friends,” 
says Sally. “I am fortunate to have been 
able to pursue my passion for education by 
engaging in lifelong learning and to be able 
to share my life experiences in the class-
room. I have never considered myself a 
‘teacher’ but rather an educator who 
facilitates a learning environment. While 
I am looking forward to retirement, I will 
miss seeing all my FM friends and students. 
I could not imagine a better way to have 
spent the past 21 years.” ▲

Sally James

“FM is truly the ‘jewel’ of Fulton 
and Montgomery counties. 

It fosters hope for economic 
growth for the communities 

and for individual achievement.”

T his semester’s retired 
faculty include Associate 

Professor of Media 
Communications Jim Hinkle 
(began at FM in 1996), 
Associate Professor of 
Business Technology 
Applications Sally James 
(began at FM in 1994), 
Associate Professor of Physics 
Jack Kohn (began at FM in 
1988), and Assistant Professor 
of Biology Karen Martin 
(began at FM in 2004).

Congratulations, and best 
wishes to all! ▲ Jim Hinkle Jack Kohn

Karen Martin



 

T yler Chilton had his first personal 
computer at six and became hooked on 

technology. He enjoyed Legos and working 
with building blocks and realized 
he would someday work in the field of 
technology. Tyler attended HFM BOCES in 
eleventh and twelfth grades, taking Computer 
Information Technology and Networking 
courses and continued his studies at FM. 
His goal was to earn a degree and work in 
the Cleanroom at GLOBALFOUNDRIES; 
however, that goal changed.
“Through the program, I discovered how 

much I enjoy working on my own. I thought, 
rather than work for someone else, I could 
work for myself; I could start my own 
business,” said Tyler. In 2012, he started 
Mayflower Electronics in Perth, NY. “I wanted 
to help people get high end audio equipment 
without spending thousands and that’s 
exactly what we do. We specialize in custom 
amplifiers and headphones at a budget-
friendly price with great customer service.” 
Tyler’s company is now a half-million dollar 
business and growing. “Sales are great, we 
grew 300% from last year,” he reported.

With the help of his partner, Chris Pabis, 
another FM Elec Tech grad, the two created 
videos on YouTube and began sponsoring 
gamers on Twitch.TV. “Our products are very 
‘niche’ which allows us to easily market to 
our customers.”

Tyler said choosing FM has changed his life: 
“I wouldn’t be in my position if not for the 
teachers, faculty, and friends who helped me 
along the way. I was very fortunate to have 
great classmates and colleagues during my 
time there. They helped me push forward 
with my degree. FM is a fantastic college 
with some of the best faculty you can find. 
For anyone interested in learning how to 
start a business or strengthen their skills in 

electrical technology, FM is the place for 
them to go and learn.”
Visit Tyler’s website at 
mayflowerelectronics.com  ▲

John D. Vadney Mathematics 
Scholarship Awarded to Justin Ward
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TheTOWER  ALUMNUS FEATURE • Tyler Chilton  Class of 2014

J eff Reed, a non-traditional aged student 
looking to start a new career, chose to 

attend FM because, “I needed to get an 
education to get back on my feet and the 
Electrical Technology program was a perfect 

opportunity for that. With FM’s brand new 
cleanroom and high tech labs, I felt I would 
be able to get a job upon graduating.”

While at FM, Jeff became involved with the 
College’s Student Government Association; 
he served as Sophomore Senator. “Besides 
receiving an amazing education, I learned 
how to become an effective team member, 
leader, and supporter, depending on the 
team’s need (because of my involvement 
with SGA).”

With his newfound leadership skills, Jeff 
started the Musicians Club at FM pointing 
out that there should always be an outlet for 
musicians. He was also a member of the Elec 
Tech Club and recalls taking part in the SUNY 
Business Plan Competition. “With my friends 
and classmates, Chris Renda and Chris 
Pabis, we built a business called the CORE 
Group (Convenient-Original Reusable 
Energy) to pitch at the 2013 SUNY Business 
Plan competition. We lost in the state finals 

two years in a row but in essence we really 
didn’t lose anything. The experience was 
priceless and will always remain one of my 
most cherished moments of my college 
experience,” said Jeff.

After FM, Jeff transferred to SUNY Poly in 
Utica (formerly SUNYIT). During his 2014 
summer break, Jeff completed an internship 
at Marquardt Switches and was provided the 
opportunity to work for them upon 
graduation. In December, 2014, Jeff did just 
that. He relocated to Cazenovia, NY, from 
Broadalbin and is Research and Development 
Technician at Marquardt Switches. “I feel like 
I hit the career jackpot. My lifelong goal has 
always been to invent new things and my job 
now entails doing exactly that.” ▲

TheTOWER  ALUMNUS FEATURE • JEFF REED  Class of 2013

Rich and Jeff

Tyler and John

Jeff (right) with his former FM Electrical Technology 
Professor Rich Prestopnik at the 2015 SUNY 
Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence Ceremony 
where Jeff was honored in recognition of outstanding 
academic achievement and contributions to the 
University community.

Tyler Chilton with employee John Scunziano at 
Mayflower Electronics.

J ustin Ward of Gloversville was named the 
recipient of the John D. Vadney 

Mathematics Scholarship Award at FM. 
This $3,000 scholarship is the largest offered 
to an FM student. Justin graduated in 
December, 2014, with a degree in General 
Studies (Liberal Arts). He is currently taking 
a physics course through FM to transfer to 
University at Albany to pursue a mathematics 
degree beginning this fall. ▲

Donor Lisa Queeney-Vadney, a financial advisor at Wells 
Fargo Advisors, presents Ward with the John D. Vadney 
Mathematics Scholarship along with President Swanger.
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TheTOWER • 50th Commencement Celebrated

TheTOWER • FM Student Artists Recognized

O n Friday, May 15, 491 candidates for 
graduation were recognized at the 50th 

Annual Commencement Ceremony.

Assemblyman Angelo Santabarbara was 
the commencement speaker. After graduat-
ing high school, Santabarbara served in the 
United States Army Reserves and went on to 
graduate from the University at Albany. He is 
a Professional Engineer by training and was a 
practicing engineer for more than a decade. 
He was first elected to the New York State 
Assembly for the 111th Assembly District in 
2012 and is now serving his second term.

An excerpt from the Assemblyman’s speech 
included: “Community colleges can be a lot 
of different things to a lot of different people. 
They can be a bridge to a four-year college, 
they can teach you a skill that lets you enter 
the workforce or they can be an outlet for 
adult learners looking to return to academia. 
They are a critical tool that serves thousands 
of New Yorkers every year and they are 

unique settings that offer opportunities you 
might never expect or be able to find 
elsewhere.”

Graduate Sandy Marsh spoke on behalf of 
the Class of 2015. A pre-med student, Sandy 
is currently attending Russell Sage and will 
continue her education in pursuit of 
becoming a pathologist. Sandy graduated 
with an A.S. in Science in December, 2014, 
with Honors earning a 4.0 GPA. She lives in 
Gloversville with her children Hayley and 
Nicholas Ferrara. Hayley was also a member 
of FM’s Class of 2015, graduating with an 
A.A. in General Studies.

Sandy told her fellow classmates: “I became 
a student at FM two years ago, a nervous 
freshman, at 38 years old. I was very unsure 
of myself and my goals, but each class I 
attended gave me more confidence and each 
person I met encouraged me to keep going. 
None of this would be possible if it weren’t 
for the foundation FM provided me.” ▲

T his year’s Spring Juried Exhibition, featuring art created by 
FM students, contained 38 works of art selected from over 

90 pieces submitted.

The juror was regional artist Sandra Grace Smith. Winners of 
the Juror’s Awards were: Best in Show—Tyler Schrader for his 
oil painting Friends; Juror’s Second Place Award—Kelsey 
Blanton for her digital rendering The Pixie Inn; Juror’s Third 
Place Awards (a tie)—Emily Havlicek, for her pastel on wood 
drawing A Tuesday in October and—Leanne Mercadante for 
her digital photo Wood Nymph.

Four Juror’s Honorable Mention Awards were also presented: 
Jennifer Colon for her digital photo In Loving Memory; Crystal 
Phinn for her digital photo Brooklyn Bridge; and Ayumi Shibata 
for her white charcoal drawing Figure Study and a ball point pen 
drawing The Road Not Taken. ▲

Assemblyman Santabarbara, 
President Swanger, and Sandy Marsh.

(Left to right): Graphic Arts Professor Joe Marcuccio, Student Artists: Crystal Phinn, 
Jennifer Colon, Tyler Schrader, Leanne Mercadante, Kelsey Blanton, Emily Havlicek, 
Ayumi Shibata, and President Swanger.



FACULTY:
Robin DeVito, Accessibility 
Coordinator, and Alexandra 
Henderson, Associate Professor 
of Business, were recipients of 
SUNY’s Chancellor’s Award for 
Excellence. Cheryl Murphy 
Schiemer was named a recipient 
of the SUNY Chancellor’s Award 
for Excellence in Adjunct 
Teaching. ▲

STUDENTS:
SUNY Chancellor Nancy Zimpher named two FM 
students as recipients of the Chancellor’s Award for 
Student Excellence: Sonali Kumar, and Leanne 
Mercadante.

Sonali served as Student Government Association 
Treasurer, Peer Tutor Club Treasurer and Club Senator, 
and the Student Representative on the Fulmont College 
Association Board of Directors. She received the Fulmont 
Association of College Educators Scholarship.

Leanne served as Student Government Association 
Senator for the Graphic Arts and Photography Club and 
as the Club’s Vice President. She created graphic designs 
for many clubs and functions on campus and her artwork 

was selected 
for display in 
the Spring, 
2014, Student 
Art Show. 
Leanne also 
developed and 
operates her 
own small 
freelance 
design 
business. ▲
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TheTOWER • Chancellor Award Recipients

Lesley Lanzi, Chief Advancement Officer and Executive Director of the Foundation of Fulton-Montgomery 
Community College, was recognized by the Zonta Club of Montgomery-Fulton for her current and past 

work to assist individuals with accessing health services, community services, and education. The Zonta 
Rose Day Award states: “Lesley’s work has improved the lives of women in Fulton and Montgomery 
counties.” “Lesley exemplifies Zonta’s mission,” said Zonta club president Inge Zimmerman. ▲

TheTOWER • New Programs

TheTOWER  LANZI HONORED BY ZONTA

FM  and The College of Saint Rose partnered for a dual 
admission agreement beginning fall, 2015. College 

freshmen interested in pursuing a Bachelor’s degree at Saint Rose, 
but who wish to start their degree at FM, will apply to both FM and 
The College of Saint Rose simultaneously. After earning an 
Associate’s degree, students will transfer as juniors to Saint Rose to 
continue work on their four-year degree. Additionally, while students 
are earning their degree at FM, Saint Rose will consider them 
students as well, allowing them access to many Saint Rose facilities.
Also this fall, FM will be offering two new Certificate programs: 
Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning, and Refrigeration 
Technology (HVAC/R) and Automation Systems/Mechatronics.

The one-year HVAC/R certificate program will prepare students with 
entry-level knowledge and skills in heating, ventilating, air 
conditioning, and refrigeration. The curriculum emphasizes the 

development of technical, diagnostic, problem-solving, maintenance, 
repair, and customer service skills. 

The Automation Systems/Mechatronics Certificate program is 
designed to provide the technical training that is necessary for 
entry-level employment in a variety of high-tech fields. The program 
provides a career pathway to jobs in advanced manufacturing, 
including those in the field of semiconductor manufacture.

To learn more, contact the College Admissions Office 
at (518) 736-FMCC (3622), ext. 8301. ▲

6

Lesley 
Lanzi

Robin DeVito (left), Alexandra Henderson (center), 
and Cheryl Murphy Schiemer (right)

Sonali Kumar, Vice President for Student 
Affairs Jane Kelley, and Leanne Mercadante

OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR:
Lucas Prime, Director of the Liberty Partnership Program (LPP) 
and Coordinator of the Science Technology Entry Program (STEP) 
at Amsterdam High School, was honored at the annual YMCA 
Outstanding Student and Educator Awards as the school’s 
Outstanding Educator for 2015. “Luke does an outstanding job 
with these programs. This honor is well-deserved and especially 
notable since LPP and STEP are projects of FM. This 
demonstrates the level of integration and the high regard the 
school has for these programs and Luke,” states Jean Karutis, 
FM’s Director of Grants and Grant Funded Programs. “Luke’s work 
in Amsterdam is critical to the students. We are proud he has been 
recognized with such a deserving honor,” says President Swanger. ▲

Nancy Carr, Executive 
Director/CEO Amsterdam 
Family YMCA with Prime 

at the award program.
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TheTOWER  22nd Annual GOLF CLASSIC Raises $30,0000

FM ’s 22nd Annual Golf Classic, Keeping Futures on Course, 
 held Wednesday, May 20, at Rolling Hills Country Club in Fort 

Johnson raised $30,000 to support scholarships and capital projects 
through the Foundation of FM.

“We are extremely thankful to our 
sponsors and golfers for their 
continued support of this fundraising 
tournament,” said Lesley Lanzi, 
Executive Director of the Foundation. 
“The volunteers, golfers, sponsors, 
and prize donors all contributed to 
the success of this annual event!”

This year, the event included a 
‘Chopper Drop’ thanks to Billy 
Perrone who flew his helicopter over 
Green 18 prior to the start of the 
tournament and dropped 144 balls 
from the sky; the golfer who had the 

same number ball as the one that landed closest to the hole (or in it) 
won golf and lunch for two at Saratoga National and Prime. The winner 
was Sue Johnson of Johnstown. ▲

Right: The winning foursome 
for first place low gross: 

Butch Washburn, Dave Groesbeck, 
Doug Hart, and George Ringland.

Below: Golfers enjoy spinning 
the prize wheel as volunteers 

cheer them on at the 
“Raiders Spin the Wheel” stop.

Billy Perrone along with Joe Lanzi 
prepare to drop 144 balls over 
Green #18 for the “Chopper Drop.”

TheTOWER  • RAIDERS AWARDS

T his year’s Athletes of the Year—
 Whitney Ostrander (volleyball) and 

 Tyrone Davis (men’s basketball)
Academic Athletes of the Year— 
 Elizabeth Hayward (volleyball) and  
 Chance Steele (men’s soccer)
All-Region Awards—Women’s 
 Stephanie Rice Second Team (basketball) 
 Whitney Ostrander First Team (volleyball) 
 Zara Hyde Second Team (volleyball) 
 Kaylee Gillen Third Team (volleyball)
All-Conference Awards— 
 Stephanie Rice First Team (basketball) 
 Evanda Redwood Second Team (basketball) 
 Jessica Woney Third Team (basketball) 
 Tyrone Davis Second Team (basketball) 
 Whitney Ostrander First Team (volleyball) 
 Zara Hyde First Team (volleyball) ▲

Athletes of the Year—The female and male FM Athlete of the 
Year Awards were presented to volleyball middle hitter Whitney 
Ostrander and to men’s basketball guard Tyrone Davis.

Pictured at left: Vice President for Student Affairs Jane Kelley, 
Tyrone Davis, Whitney Ostrander, President Swanger, and Athletic 
Director Kevin Jones.

TEAM AWARDS— 

Women’s Soccer—MVP Hanna Cromie, Coach’s Award to Tessa Hadland, 
Most Improved to Brianna Nellis

Men’s Soccer—MVP Andrew Beckham, Most Improved to Zacharias Horst, 
Coach’s Award to Michael Mazzarella

Volleyball—MVP Whitney Ostrander, Coach’s Awards to Kaylee Gillen and 
Zara Hyde 

Women’s Basketball—MVP Stephanie Rice, Most Improved to Evanda 
Redwood, Coach’s Award to Abby Boyer

Men’s Basketball—MVP Tyrone Davis, Most Improved to Jordan Stewart, 
Coach’s Award to Marquis Edwards

Softball—Offensive Player Award to Ashley Przybylowicz, Most Improved 
to Courtney Putnam, Coach’s Award to Courteney Shaw

Baseball—MVP Will Hewitt, Most Improved to Zach Hughes, and Coach’s 
Award to Jason Agresta ▲

CONFERENCE CHAMPiONS—WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL

FM competed in seven sports in 2014–15 and captured the 
conference crown in one of them. Head Volleyball Coach 
Rachael Salvione and her team were recognized for winning 
the Mountain Valley Conference Championship and 
establishing themselves as one of the premier teams 
in Region 3. ▲
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Give a Gift to your Alma Mater
By making a tax-deductible gift to FM Foundation, you will also be making an investment in your 
community. In addition, your employer may have a Matching Gift Program that could increase your 
contribution to your community college.

Yes, I want to make a tax deductible gift to FM Foundation. Enclosed is a check made payable to the 

Foundation of FM in the amount of:

_______$500       _______$100       _______$50      _______$25       _______other

Please charge my MasterCard or VISA in the amount of:            $_____________

Account #   _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ / ___  Signature   ______________________________________

Gifts of any amount are welcome. Thank you for your contribution.

Name   ___________________________________________________________

Address   __________________________________________________________

City  ________________________________  State ______  Zip  _______________

Phone  _____________________  E-mail   ________________________________

q Please contact me about establishing a scholarship. 

q  Yes, I am interested in making a gift through a bequest, charitable trust, charitable gift annuity, 
life insurance, retirement plan, or other planned gift. Please contact me with further information.

Mail to: The Foundation of FM, 2805 State Highway 67, Johnstown, NY 12095


