
A total of 64 new student housing units have been delivered 
to FM’s Campus View student housing grounds.

These units will double the student housing capacity from 144 
to 288 beds; FM expects to have all units reserved by the first 
day of classes in September. The College broke ground for the 
new housing on December 5, 2011. This $7.1 million project is 
being funded through the U.S.D.A.

The campus’ cafeteria will see a complete transformation this 
summer from an institutional type cafeteria into a food court 
dining experience with five different food stations. The cafeteria 
will be furnished with lounge seating for a comfortable, 
modern look. Funding, estimated at $800,000, will be provided 
by the Fulmont College Association and the State.

To accommodate the larger incoming residential student 
population this fall, FM will renovate its vacant indoor pool area 
into “Raiders Cove”—an updated gathering space with an 
Internet café, a stage, pool tables, and large screen TVs. 
Work on this project will begin in late summer with a goal of a 
January 2013 opening. This $1.3 million project will be funded 
through the Fulmont College Association, the FM Foundation, 
and the State.  ▲
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Expanding Housing, Updating Foodservice

Rendering of Raiders Cove

Rendering of remodeled cafeteria

Below: Views of early construction for the 64 new units of Campus View student housing



FM’sCriminal Justice Program, in conjunction with 
Catholic Charities Montgomery County Domestic 

Violence and Crime Victims Services (donor of the Magnolia 
tree), held a Tree Dedication Ceremony to honor all victims of 
crime. “This week is National Crime Victims’ Rights Week,” said 
Chenda Ree Tim ’11, “the purpose of which is to advocate for 
more effective and enforceable rights. Today, specifically, we 
honor those who have been, or know others who have been, 
victims of crime.” ▲

T o wrap up the College’s 
Civility Week (April 16–20) 

and in recognition of Earth Day, 
FM, in partnership with Liberty 
Enterprises, sponsored a 
Spring Clean-Up/Earth Day 
Celebration. The project was 
conceived as a campus-wide 
race, tackling various tasks including 
gardening, trash removal, weeding, raking, 
seeding and more. Various committees, 
staff and faculty hosted on-campus exhibits 
including Sustainability, Seed Exchange, 
Plant Exchange, Vegetarianism, and Civility 
and Peace displays.

Other events included the creation of a giant 
human peace sign with approximately 300 
participants, the signing of a Civility Pledge, 
and the sharing of “kindness coins” among 
students and staff who witnessed civil 
behavior throughout the week. ▲
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FM & Liberty Partner for Earth Day Activities

Seeking Assistance from FM Alums

Tree Dedication Ceremony Honoring Crime Victims

R ecently a campus committee was formed with the charge 
of determining “the knowledge and skill set every graduate 

of an associate degree program (A.A., A.S., A.A.S., and A.O.S.) 
should attain.” The campus-wide conversation begins in the Fall.

There are two very brief survey questions which we’d like you, 
our FM alums, to answer. The first 
question is “What knowledge and skills 
should a graduate of FM attain?” And 
the second is “How do/should students 
acquire such knowledge and skills?”

The survey can be accessed through the 
following link: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/everygraduate or you may eMail 
your thoughts to Committee Chair Laurie Freeman at laurie.freeman@fmcc.edu 
on or before October 15, 2012.

Thank you for serving the college in this important endeavor! ▲
Associate Professor 

Laurie Freeman

2012 Alum Eugene Wilson

Event organizer Chenda Ree Tim ’11 recognizes Catholic 
Charities Montgomery County Domestic Violence and Crime 
Victim Services and thanks those who attended the event.

In the background are Public Safety Director Mark Pierce, 
Criminal Justice Instructor John Armstrong, and Criminal 
Justice Associate Professor Paul Giudilli.

Above, left: 
Instructor and Civility 

Committee Chair 
John vanBladel 

works the Civility 
Display with 

student volunteers.

Above, right: 
Assistant Professor 

Sally James and 
Associate Professor 
Dr. Marlene Guiffre 

assist with developing 
the Community 

Garden.

Right: The human 
peace sign created 

on the quad by 
students and staff.
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TheTOWER FACULTY FOCUS • Frank Yunker

F rank Yunker, Professor of Computer 
Information Systems, teaches both 

computer science and economics courses. 
To him, they are a natural combination since 
the computer is the most economically 
efficient machine ever created. He started 
teaching both computer science and 
business courses while he was completing 
his MBA at the University of Albany, where 
he previously earned a Masters in 
Economics. The first course he ever taught 
was BASIC during the summer of 1984. 
He later taught RPG, Fortran, and Pascal, 
and with a few extra education courses 
he earned permanent certification to teach 
business and social studies at the high 
school level.

Frank was teaching in Norwich, NY, when 
he applied for the job at FM. The college was 
undergoing the transformation from Apple 
to IBM PCs and Frank had just been through 
a similar conversion at Norwich High 
School. He began teaching Computer 
Applications at FM in what he affectionately 
refers to as “the old DOS days.”

Frank’s career at FM has been one of 
change. At one time or another he has 
served on most committees, including Chair 
of the Academic Policy and Assessment 
committees. He currently serves on the 
SUNY FACT2 council as a representative 
from the community college sector. In two 
different academic years he served as the 
Acting Dean of Business, Technology and 
Health Professions. He was a faculty advisor 
to the Computer Club for many years, and 
is now co-advisor to the Wall Street Club. 
“Someday these students will graduate, get 
a job and save a little money. We want them 
to know what to do with it when the time 
comes.”

In 1992 Frank was trained as a DACUM 
(Developing A Curriculum) coordinator and 
he helped bring the DACUM process to FM. 
The Computer Information Systems faculty 

made revisions through DACUM to bring 
the curricula from DOS to Windows. One 
of the new courses created was Networking 
Concepts and Frank began teaching it. 
A second DACUM in 2003 created the 
new courses in Website Development and 
Internet Programming that he currently 
teaches. “Computer Science is one place 
where you can’t teach the same stuff year 
after year.” This year, Frank’s students in 
System Development and Implementation 
created an App for the Android Market.

Frank, the 2010 Chancellor’s Award recipient 
for Excellence in Teaching, believes that 
education is changing just as fast as 
computer science, in part, because of 
computer science. He taught the first fully 
online course at FM back in 1999. He now 
teaches economics in both the web-based 
or blended-learning formats. To enrich his 
courses he has experimented with audio, 
and now video. He combines his love of 
travel with economics and often records 
videos in distant places to incorporate into 
his online class. One might discuss the 
prices of salmon burgers in Alaska while 
another discusses gondola pricing in Venice. 
(Frank’s hint: “They overcharge tourists.”)

Frank and his wife actually met because of 
FM. Frank had just returned from a trip to 
the jungle of Northern Paraguay when he 
had lunch with Bob Schultz, then a 
professor of Psychology. Bob listened to 
Frank’s South American tale and said, “I 
only know of one other person who went 
traipsing off to South America. Her name 
is Cathy Correll and you should meet her.”

Cathy had been to South America to visit the 
Johnstown High exchange student from 
Argentina who her family hosted. Frank and 
Cathy hit it off, but although they both loved 
to travel, they did not necessarily travel in 
quite the same circles.

Frank never once made hotel reservations 
prior to meeting Cathy. “My buddy and I 
would arrive at a town and then look for 
the best place we could afford. Some of 
the places we stayed in Mexico or the 
Dominican Republic could best be described 
as ‘Zero Star Hotels.’” Naturally, that made 
Cathy a little nervous when Frank made 
reservations to spend a couple of days of 
their honeymoon in a “Cave Hotel” in the 
Cappadocia region of Turkey.

The hotel was built in a cave, but had been 
outfitted with plumbing and electricity. 
“Cathy had to admit that it was the nicest 
cave she’d ever slept in,” Frank said.

This year, Frank is traveling solo to a 
conference in Aix-en-Provence, France. 
He is presenting research on teaching 
economics with different delivery systems. 
“The students in blended classes are 
generally more engaged than the web-based 
classes. They write longer essays and they 
score higher on the final exam.” But even 
that is changing, Frank explained. “As web 
courses become more robust through 
videos and online activities, the gap in 
scores is shrinking.” Frank has been 
regularly presenting at conferences since 
2000. His topics generally involve best 
practices in online education. He has 
presented at various New York State 
conferences as well as in Nashville, 
Tennessee; Reno, Nevada; and Montreal, 
Canada.

Frank and Cathy have 3 daughters, Alex, 
Rebecca, and Emily. This year, they plan to 
bring Grandma Yunker along for a trip to 
Argentina. “Only an economics professor 
would travel thousands of miles to another 
continent just for a free place to stay.” ▲ 

“Frank, the 2010 Chancellor’s Award 
recipient for Excellence in Teaching, 
believes that education is changing 

just as fast as computer science, 
in part, because of computer science.” Professor Frank Yunker
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TheTOWER ALUMNA FEATURE • Brie Seppa-Hodgkins ‘00

TheTOWER ALUMNUS FEATURE • Ambrose Schaffer ‘03

A ubrey “Brie” Seppa-Hodgkins’ mom 
had just started teaching at FM when 

Brie needed to make a decision on which 
college to attend. According to Brie, her 
mom “thought the world of FM” so Brie felt 
she should at least consider it; and she is 
thankful she did.

“I absolutely loved the campus,” said Brie. 
“The faculty and staff were so welcoming 
and truly embodied the idea of ‘community.’ 

After seeing that some of my friends went 
directly to a four-year college and dropped 
out after two years, I realized that after two 
years at FM I would earn a degree. Some 
of my friends walked away with nothing.”

After graduating from FM, Brie earned a B.S. 
in Biology and a B.A. in Environmental 

Chemistry, with a minor in Psychology from 
Roger Williams University. She is currently 
attending the University of Southern Maine 
and working towards a Masters Degree in 
Adult and Higher Education. Her years at 
FM, however, “were the best two years of 
college for me,” she says. “The staff has a 
genuine commitment to their students. 
It is truly a community college.”

Because Brie held such an affinity for FM, 
she applied for and accepted a position here 
as a Trio Student Support Services Advisor. 
However, life had other plans for Brie. When 
she met and married her husband Jon they 
moved to Limerick, Maine, where she 
continues to serve as a TRiO Student 
Support Services Advisor at the University 
of Southern Maine. “I found my passion 
for working in the field of higher education 
because of FM,” says Brie.

Brie is grateful for many things in her life; 
especially, her mother. “While we were both 
on campus in different capacities, she always 
let me be my own person, and make a name 

for myself,” she says. “FM helped to lay the 
foundation for all that I have done and will 
always have a special place in my heart. In 
today’s society, I feel that a degree is very 
important to make you competitive in the job 
market, as well as a contributing member of 
society. I’m so grateful my educational path 
started at FM. Thanks, Mom!” ▲ 

Ambrose Schaffer, a resident of 
Canajoharie, attended FM after high 

school. “My major was Liberal Arts and I 
was unsure (as are most students) of what 
I wanted to do post-college,” says Ambrose. 
“Being exposed to various subjects, my 
focus became science, and in particular, 
chemistry. I became very interested in 
pharmaceuticals, but that shifted when I 
started my third year and I focused on 
inorganic chemistry.”

“Dr. Pynadath (Physics) and Dr. Slezak 
(Chemistry) both impacted me for the same 
reasons, their passion for their respective 
subjects and how that translated to me as 
a student. They both had a unique way of 
relaying information and they made sure that 
you understood it before they proceeded. 
This was especially true for second semester 
classes and higher level courses when the 

class sizes were smaller and the experience 
was even more intimate. I appreciated that 
FM allowed its students to have one-on-one 
interaction with the instructors.”

Ambrose went on to earn a B.S. in Chemistry 
from University at Albany. He is now the 
Lead Chemist for Coventya Inc. where he 
manages three other chemists. “We develop 
Electroless Nickel technology which is a 
metal plating process in which a nickel alloy 
is applied to various substrates for a wide 
variety of applications, our largest being data 
storage,” explains Ambrose. “We are the 
largest supplier of this technology in the 
U.S. I have a passion for chemistry that 
was developed and fostered at FM and has 
allowed me to pursue my career ambitions 
while maintaining a strong desire to wake up 
and go to work every morning which I think 
is of utmost importance in a person’s life.”

Ambrose’s mother, Diane Boslet, works at 
FM and recently graduated from FM with an 
A.A.S. in Business Administration. “I am 
proud of my mother for taking that step to 
earn a college degree,” says Ambrose. “I 
think obtaining a solid education can be one 
of the most rewarding experiences one can 
have and I will always encourage others to 

pursue their educational goals. FM is a great 
place to begin this journey. It can allow a 
person to live a much more fulfilling life.”

Ambrose and his wife Leah have a ten year 
old daughter who, he says, will be supported 
by both of them with any career choice she 
makes later in life, but there is no doubt they 
will encourage her to earn a college degree, 
possibly at FM. ▲

“FM helped to lay the foundation for 
all that I have done and will always 

have a special place in my heart.”

“I have a passion for chemistry that 
was developed and fostered at FM 

and has allowed me to pursue 
my career ambitions.”

Brie Seppa-Hodgkins ’00 (right) with her mother Sheryl 
Seppa, FM Professor of Early Childhood Education.

Ambrose Schaffer ‘03 (right) with his mother 
Diane Boslet ’12 at her recent FM graduation.
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Art and Theater in the Spotlight at FM 

The Vagina Monologues
FM presented Eve Ensler’s The Vagina 
Monologues. This award-winning play is 
based on Ensler’s interviews with more than 
200 women. With humor and grace the piece 
celebrates women’s sexuality and strength.

Several female FM faculty, staff, and students, 
along with female members of the community, 
participated. All proceeds from the 
performances (and the art auction) benefited 
The Family Counseling Center’s Domestic 
Violence Program of Fulton County and 
Montgomery County Domestic Violence and 
Crime Victim Services.

The cast of The Vagina Monologues 
is shown with Director Sonnet Gravina, 
FM Mathematics Instructor, at the far right.

Donation from Liberty Artists
Individuals from the Liberty Through the Arts program presented FM President Dr. Swanger with artwork created for the campus. 
The pieces are a mix of various styles and inspirations. “It is evident that the individuals in Liberty’s art program are very talented,” said 
Dr. Swanger. “The College is pleased to accept these pieces and will proudly display them throughout the campus for all to enjoy.”

Below, front row: Artists Joey Then, Heather Purtell, Colleen Irish, Breaunna Theobald, Adobi Woods, Maggie Rodriguez, Tiffany Carpenter, 
and Robert Willham. Back row: Liberty Regional Director John Glode, FM President Dr. Dustin Swanger, Liberty Art Instructor Amy 
Devendorf, Artist Anthony Battisti, Liberty CEO Michael Decker, and Artist Josh Race

At the Perrella Gallery—
Spring Art Show: Erin Kelly’s Full Circle
Photograph at far right: Dean of Arts & Sciences Dr. Shirlee Dufort 
(left) shares her thoughts with Johnstown native Erin Kelly at the 
opening of the Perrella Gallery’s Spring Art Show, Full Circle. The 
exhibition was a thematic installation of prints, video, sound, art 
books, and objects exploring subconscious memories triggered by 
Erin’s childhood ephemera.

FM Juried Student Art Show
At right. FM President Dr. Dustin Swanger; Student Artist Stephanie 
Holt - Student Art Guild President’s Choice Award; Student Art Guild 
President Steve Balogh; Student Artist Heather Kowalczyk – Juror’s 
Honorable Mention ($50); Student Artist Thomas Tambasco – Juror’s 
Award ($100); Student Artist Jahna Church – Juror’s Award ($100); 
Student Artist Mercy Weiss – Juror’s Award ($100); and Fine Arts 
Professor & Perrella Gallery Director Joel Chapin at the Annual 
Spring Juried Student Works Exhibition. Missing from photo are 
Linda Emden – Juror’s Award ($100) and Nicolina Schnofarber - 
Honorable Mention ($50). The show of 37 works of art were selected 
from more than 127 submissions. 

Perrella Gallery featured 
artist Erin Kelly
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Commencement 2012: Speakers Assemblyman Butler and Madina Alam

United Way Award

FM held its 47th Annual Commencement Ceremony Friday, May 18, in the 
Raiders Den. 560 candidates were eligible for this year’s Commencement 

including 33 international students from 7 countries including China, Ghana, Hong 
Kong, India, Latvia, South Korea, and Vietnam.

Keynote speaker this year was Assemblyman Marc W. Butler (R,C,I), a SUNY Potsdam 
graduate who has represented the people of New York in the State Assembly since 
1995. He currently represents the 117th Assembly District, which includes Herkimer, 
Fulton, and the eastern portion of Otsego County. A lifelong resident of the Mohawk 
Valley, Assemblyman Butler currently resides in the Village of Newport with his wife 
Susan. They have two children, Caitlin and Jeffrey, and two grandchildren, Aydin and 
Emonnie.

Student speaker this year was Madina L. Alam, a graduate of Johnstown High School. 
Madina graduated with an A.A. in General Studies and will continue her education at 
SUNY Stony Brook, majoring in Psychology. An Honors student and member of Phi 
Theta Kappa (PTK), the national two-year college Honorary Society, Madina also 

served as a member of FM’s Community Outreach Club.

Madina is the daughter of Samsul Alam of Johnstown 
and Stephanie Alam of Amsterdam. Of note, both of 
Madina’s parents attended FM; her father graduated in 
1992 with a Business Administration degree and 
continued on to earn multiple degrees including a B.S. 
in Math, Linguistics, and Business Administration and 
a M.S. in Higher Education Administration; her mother 
graduated in 1994 with a Liberal Arts degree and 
continued to earn a B.A. in English and a M.S. in 
Education, and like Madina, was selected to speak on 
behalf of her graduating class. ▲

FM was honored when Jeanne R. So presented FM President 
Dr. Dustin Swanger, who accepted the award on behalf of the 
College, with United Way of Montgomery County Jeanne R. 
So Community Service Award at the 68th Annual Campaign 
Awards Celebration held at Raindancer Restaurant this spring.

“Not a day goes by (at FM) that someone isn’t fundraising for 
or supporting a local organization. I am proud to be a part of 
such a giving college community,” said Dr. Swanger.

Photo, above: 
Student Commencement speaker 
Madina L. Alam

Photo, right: 
Assemblyman Butler with FM Trustee 
John B.Thomas prior to Commencement

SUNY Chancellor’s Award

Sue Sammons

FM’s Technical Assistant Sue 
Sammons was honored with 

the 2012 SUNY Chancellor’s Award for 
Excellence in Classified Service, presented 
at FM’s 47th Annual Commencement.

Sue graduated from FM in May, 2000, with 
an A.A.S. in Office Technology. Hired as 
FM’s Technical Assistant in the Student 
Development Center in March, 2000, she is 
described by her colleagues as “supportive, 
understanding, organized, a multi-tasker, 
compassionate, and professional.”

Sue has been involved in various 
committees over the years, including 
membership in FM’s Alumni Steering 
Committee. She served on the College 
Presidential Search Committee and she is the first point of contact 
for students in crisis seeking assistance from the Student Outreach 
Intervention and Referral Team. She also serves on the Board of 
Education in her local district.

“Sue consistently provides exemplary customer service to students, staff, 
and other members of the campus community. On behalf of the FM 
community, I congratulate her,” says FM President Dr. Swanger. ▲
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19th Annual GOLF CLASSIC

AThLETES & COAChES Recognized at Annual Raiders Awards Banquet 

FM’s 19th Annual Golf Classic, “Keeping Futures on Course,” was held on 
May 23, 2012, at Rolling Hills Country Club in Fort Johnson. The Golf 

Classic raised an estimated $30,000 to support the much-anticipated Raiders Cove.

“We are so grateful to our sponsors, golfers, prize donors, and volunteers for their 
continued support of this tournament which is the college’s largest fundraiser,” said 
Lesley Lanzi, Executive Director of the Foundation. ▲

P layers and coaches celebrated the end of the athletic year at 
the Annual Raiders Athletic Awards Banquet this May. Some 

of the evening’s awards included Female Athlete of the Year 
presented to Lady Raiders Basketball Player Champagne Hazel; 
Male Athlete of the Year presented to Raiders Basketball Player 
Wynn Adams; Female Academic Athlete of the Year presented to 
Lady Raiders Volleyball Player Cassie Brancato; and Male 
Academic Athlete of the Year presented to Men’s Baseball Player 
Nicholas Natoli.

Men’s Basketball Head Coach Ed Collar was named Mountain 
Valley Conference Coach of the Year and Region III Coach of the 
Year. In only his second season as head coach, Lady Raiders 
Softball Coach Dan Towne was named Mountain Valley Athletic 
Conference Coach of the Year and was nominated for Region III 
Coach of the Year. ▲

Golf Classic photos, left to right:

• Golfer Andrea Muhlbeck tees off from one of the 
beautiful greens at Rolling Hills.

• The Super Raffle raised close to $5,000 thanks to the 
prize donation collection efforts made by FM Alumna 
and Foundation Board Member Helen Buanno ’69. 
Pictured, left to right: Foundation Board Member Sandra 
Maceyka with Helen and volunteer Katrina Lampkin ’06.

• Management Confidential Secretary Rosemary Smith 
and Admissions and Enrollment Management Assistant 
Dan Fogarty volunteer at the “Raiders Cove Hole.”

• 1st Place Low Gross Team members Bill Sullivan, 
Dave Groesbeck, Foundation Executive Director Lesley 
Lanzi, team members Vito Greco, Doug Hart, and Golf 
Co-Chair Gregg Roth.

Athletic Awards, top photo, left to right: 
FM President Dr. Dustin Swanger, Coach of the Year Dan Towne (Softball), Coach 
of the Year Ed Collar (Men’s Basketball), and Athletic Director Kevin Jones.

Athletic Awards, center photo: 
Coordinator for Student Athlete Academic Success Chris Rogers, Men’s Academic 
Athlete of the Year Nicholas Natoli (Baseball), Women’s Academic Athlete of the 
Year Cassie Brancato (Volleyball), and FM President Dr. Dustin Swanger.

Athletic Awards, lower photo: 
Athletic Director Kevin Jones, Assistant Women’s Basketball Coach Clyde Clymer, 
Men’s Athlete of the Year Wynn Adams (Men’s Basketball), Women’s Athlete of 
the Year Champagne Hazel (Lady Raiders Basketball), FM President Dr. Dustin 
Swanger, Men’s Basketball Coach Ed Collar.
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Give a Gift to your Alma Mater
By making a tax-deductible gift to FM Foundation, you will also be making an investment in your 
community. In addition, your employer may have a Matching Gift Program that could increase your 
contribution to your community college. Gifts of any amount are welcome. Thank you for your contribution.
Yes, I want to make a tax deductible gift to FM Foundation in support of the Raiders Cove 
Project. Enclosed is a check made payable to the Foundation of FM:

_______$500       _______$100       _______$50      _______$25       _______other

Please charge my MasterCard or VISA in the amount of:            $_____________

Account #   _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ / ___  Signature   ______________________________________

Name   ___________________________________________________________

Address   __________________________________________________________

City  ________________________________  State ______  Zip  _______________

Phone  _____________________  E-mail   ________________________________

q Please contact me about establishing a scholarship. 

q  Yes, I am interested in making a gift through a bequest, charitable trust, charitable gift annuity, 
life insurance, retirement plan, or other planned gift. Please contact me with further information.

Mail to: The Foundation of FM, 2805 State Highway 67, Johnstown, NY 12095


