
O n September 24, the FM Foundation hosted its 
second Distinguished Alumni Awards Dinner 

at Rolling Hills Country Club.

Alumni and the community at large were asked to 
nominate graduates in the following categories: 
Excellence in The Professions, Excellence in Not-
For-Profit Management, Excellence in Business, 
Emerging Professional, Excellence in Academics, 
and Lifetime Achievement.

This year’s recipients were 
John E. Jablonski ’81, 
Mary Jane Balzano Paris ’67, 
and Faith Takes ’77.

John E. Jablonski has been awarded Excellence in 
The Professions. He currently is Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs at FM. He has been 
a member of the FM family since 1986 serving in 
various capacities including Professor, Dean of 
Business and Technology, Vice President and Dean 
of the College, and Acting President, in addition to 
his current position.

Mary Jane Balzano Paris, a member of the 
College’s 1967 second graduating class and 
resident of Shelton, Connecticut, was awarded 
with Lifetime Achievement. As a single parent, 
Mary Jane re-entered the workforce in 1982 at 
entry-level after being home for ten years raising 
her children. She worked her way up the corporate 
ladder and eventually founded her own business in 
2006. Today, Mary Jane is President and Founder 
of Positive Impact Consulting Services, LLC, where 
she assists 21st century leaders and employees 
realize and maximize their potential and improve 
business results.

Faith Takes received the Excellence in Business 
award. In 1985, Faith became president of Mildred 
Elley School, originally a continuing educational 
school for women which became co-educational 
under her leadership. Hoping, at first, to run a small 
business school with 100 secretarial students, Faith 
founded the Empire Education Corporation which 
now has a total of 750 students in three schools in 
New York and Massachusetts. As CEO, her goal is 
to grow the school group to five and maintain the 
success that it boasts today.

Congratulations to the distinguished FM alums!  ▲
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Top photo: left to right: John E. Jablonski, Faith Takes, and Mary Jane Balzano Paris pose with Dr. Dustin Swanger, FM President, and Amy Radik, 
Director of Alumni Affairs. Below, left: Mary Jane Balzano Paris catches up with Dick Blacha ’68. Below, right: Faith Takes converses with Jack Scott, 
Foundation Chairperson, and Cheryl McGrattan, Special Events Committee Chair and Emcee for the evening.



F ulton-Montgomery Community College, your 
Alma Mater, is currently conducting a $2 million 

campaign, A Path for Renewal, to provide the 
critical investment to keep FM students competitive 
in a technologically-advanced workplace, while 
strengthening the local economy.
FM will receive over $2.5 million in state and local 
funds in 2008–2009 for building improvements and 
infrastructure repairs. However, there is still much 
funding needed to enhance the level of excellence 
the community has come to expect from FM.
For the last year, the Foundation has worked with 
the College, business leaders, community groups, 
and educators to identify the future needs of the 
community and our students. We are focusing on 
four strategic areas: funding innovative teaching 
and learning facilities; expanding academic 
healthcare facilities; increasing scholarship support; 
and expanding the cultural and intellectual 
enrichment of the region.

Funding Innovative Teaching/Learning Facilities
Critical to the success of any college is the ability 
to attract students by providing an environment 
that is well-maintained, modern, and useful. We 
must provide engaging student life outside the 
classroom. Students demand more from a college 
than in the past—wireless internet access, high-
tech security systems, electronic communities, 
and facilities that adapt to a variety of learning and 
recreation activities. FM is seeking $818,000 to 
enhance instructional technology, upgrade class-
room equipment, and improve athletic facilities.

Expanding Academic Healthcare Facilities
As our population ages, the need for medical 
professionals increases. FM leads in healthcare 
education, having trained the majority of registered 
nurses and other Allied Health professionals in our 
region. In 2004, FM responded to another acute 
workforce shortage by adding a successful two-
year Radiology Technology program. Graduates 
have passed medical board exams and entered 
the field or worked towards advanced degrees. 
Currently, students conduct all lab work offsite. 
We need on-campus training facilities. The college 
must raise $300,000 to construct a radiology 
technology lab, update an additional Allied Health 
lab, and purchase other healthcare training tools.

Increasing Scholarship Support 
Many of our students must overcome a variety 
of disadvantages. For some, the cost of higher 
education is the main obstacle. FM will expand its 
scholarship program by awarding 35 additional 
annual scholarships. By increasing its scholarship 
endowment by $622,000, FM will permanently 
expand annual scholarships by $31,000.

Expanding the Cultural and Intellectual 
Enrichment of the Region
As our region grows economically, so do the 
cultural and intellectual demands of our citizens. 
FM is a center for cultural and intellectual 
enrichment. The Perrella Art Gallery, the Evans 
Learning Commons, and the FM Theater present 
the arts, culture, and public policy forums. We 
will raise $260,000 to establish a permanent 
endowment to ensure ongoing cultural events.

We need your help, as an alum, to make our 
$2 million campaign a success. Please consider 
making a donation to A Path for Renewal and give 
back to the College where you got your start.

For more information, contact William Easterly 
at (518) 762-4651, ext. 3700, by e-mail at 
william.easterly@fmcc.suny.edu or complete the 
donation request on the back of this newsletter. ▲
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TheTOWER FACULTY FOCUS • Mary Ann Johnson

M ary Ann Johnson spent her earlier 
years in Amsterdam, NY, where she 

grew up and attended St. Mary’s Institute. 
She continued her education in Scranton, 
PA, at Marywood University earning a B.A. 
in Mathematics with a minor in Secondary 
Education. At the time, her interests lay in 
three areas: math, English, and music. “I 
have been playing piano since the age of 
nine but I didn’t want to teach music. It was 
a toss up between math and English,” says 
Mary Ann. “I love to read and write, but I 
really loved math.” Math it was.

After graduating, Mary Ann was hired by 
General Electric to work at Knolls Atomic 
Power Lab as an Engineering Analyst. 
“G.E. was looking for math majors to train 
on what was then a developing 
technology—computers,” says Mary Ann. 
“I was basically a computer programmer 
writing programs to support the propulsion 
systems for nuclear ships.” During this time, 
Mary Ann married her husband Ron and 
attended Union College part-time to earn a 
Masters.

“G.E. strongly encouraged employees to 
continue their education and, providing 
you earned a particular grade, the company 
would pay for it,” says Mary Ann. She 
earned a Masters in Computer Science. 
Before finishing her degree, Mary Ann 
transferred to the downtown plant of 
G.E. to work in what she describes as the 
business part of the computer world, 
including inventory and payroll. It was 
then that their first son, Tom, was born.

“My schedule at G.E. made it very difficult to 
raise a baby,” says Mary Ann. Always 
wanting to teach, she sent applications to all 
of the area high schools and some local 
colleges. She did not, however, send one to 
FM. “I couldn’t find the address—remember 
this was before the Internet,” she laughs.

FM Interviews and Hires Mary Ann

Mary Ann received a phone call from 
Dr. Robert Kusek who was then the 
Associate Dean of Business at FM. “Mary 

Ann was one of the first faculty I hired at the 
end of my first year at FM,” says Dr. Kusek. 
“The ‘Data Processing’ program consisted 
of one faculty member who had resigned. 
We contacted a number of area colleges 
while recruiting for this position. Siena sent 
us Mary Ann’s résumé. I recall the résumé 
and the interview which showed her to be 
very organized, an excellent communicator, 
and someone with the industry background 
we were looking for.

We needed someone who would be effective 
in the classroom, able to connect to 
industry, and take care of all the aspects of 
instruction in the program. A key element 
was that we were sharing computer 
resources with Montgomery County, and the 
person we were looking for would need to 
be able to work cooperatively to ensure that 
our students had sufficient and appropriate 
computer access. Mary Ann was the perfect 
candidate as history has shown. FM’s 
computer instruction and courses and 
programs were, and are, second to none.”

Today, Mary Ann is Professor of Computer 
Information Systems, the highest rank one 
can achieve as a college faculty.

A Developer of Innovative Projects

Mary Ann especially enjoys teaching 
programming and systems analysis as she 
loves teaching courses that are demanding 
and challenging for the students and include 
hands-on learning. “Last year, I was 
approached by Dr. Marlene Guiffre who was 
spearheading a volunteer project to help the 
elderly in our area. It was called the Fulton 
Montgomery Volunteer Connection (FMVC). 
She was looking for ways to make the 
program easier and more effective.”

“FMVC’s first goal was to design a volunteer 
network to provide services to those who 
were aging or disabled in our community 
with the focus on allowing them to stay in 
their own homes as long as possible,” 
explained Marlene. “I mentioned the project 
to Mary Ann and she suggested that her 
computer classes could construct a 
database for us, making it easier to match 
volunteers to individuals requesting 
services. Mary Ann immediately began to 
design the curriculum for the two classes 
around our needs. She is meticulous with 
detail and excellent at communicating. She 
had the students brainstorm the type of 
database we would need and then led them 

through the 
skill sets so 
that they 
could 
actually 
construct 
the system.”

“The 
students 
learned 
skills and 
applied 
them to a real life problem,” says Marlene. 
“They dealt with customers (us!) who didn’t 
speak ‘computer-ese’ and often could only 
describe what we would like to have as an 
end result. The classes delivered and FMVC 
has a database that we are just beginning 
to utilize as we get our first volunteers and 
‘consumers’ and begin to make matches! 
Mary Ann is a consummate professional and 
I’ve learned a lot from observing her over 
the years.” Mary Ann tells us the project was 
a great way for students to get hands-on, 
real life experience.

Currently, her students are doing work for 
the Resource Center for Independent Living 
(RCIL) in Amsterdam. “It’s really an 
invaluable experience for students to apply 
their technical and workplace skills with a 
real community organization,” she says.

Revered on Campus and in the Community

Mary Ann has been involved with the PTA, 
her church, and various youth athletic 
organizations. She has served as an officer 
in the faculty’s collective bargaining unit, 
on its negotiating teams, on college 
committees, chaired the Middle States 
Steering Committee during the 1996 self-
study and is currently Chair of the 
Technology Division.

Mary Ann and her husband, who recently 
retired from University at Albany as Assis-
tant Director for Telecom Finances, live in 
Scotia. Their son, Tom, works at University 
at Albany in the telecommunications area 
and their other son, Dave, produces financial 
software for Ariba in Atlanta, GA.

Although Mary Ann didn’t choose to study 
music in college, she continues to play the 
piano in her free time. She dreams of one 
day playing on Broadway, but until then, you 
can catch her on stage each year at FM’s 
Annual Follies. ▲ 

Mary Ann tells us the project was a 
great success for all involved. 

It was a great way for students to 
get hands-on, real life experience.
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O n November 12, the Foundation of FM hosted the second Scrabble Team 
Challenge fundraiser. This year, 13 teams joined the fun in anticipation of being 

named Scrabble Champion. Being a good speller, however, was not a requirement as 
there were several opportunities to “cheat” by purchasing extra Scrabble tiles or buying 
a peek at the dictionary. Many teams came dressed in costume to earn 200 extra points, 
including the Scrabble Kings dressed as Elvis, the Groovy Chicks donned 70s outfits, 
and the FM Scholars wore caps and gowns.

At the end of play, it was the Epistolarians, a team of mostly FM faculty, which earned 
the top award. In second place was FM’s Groovy Chicks, and in third place, St. Mary’s 
Hospital was recognized for its team, 7 Not So Deadly Sins. ▲

D aily Gazette columnist Carl Strock, pictured 
at left, spoke at FM in October as part of the 

College’s William M. Barto Memorial Speaker 
Series. Mr. Strock, an outspoken and provocative 
columnist for the newspaper for 20 years, spoke on 
“The Future of Newspapers?” assessing how print 
journalism is adapting to our electronic era.

The William M. Barto Memorial Speaker Series is 
named after a popular FM Professor of History and 
Psychology. Dr. Barto was killed in a motor vehicle 
accident in August 2000 at age 37. The lecture 
series honors Dr. Barto as he initiated the practice 

of inviting significant guest lecturers to speak at 
FM. Past speakers include financial expert Hugh 
Johnson, Jr., journalist and novelist James Howard 
Kuntsler, the Department of Biomedical Genetics’ 
Dr. Mark Noble, and political commentator and 
activist Libby Post to name a few. These events are 
sponsored through the financial assistance of the 
Foundation of FM.

For further information regarding the Barto 
Memorial Speaker Series, contact Barto Committee 
co-chair, Terry Conaway, at 762-4651, ext. 4502 or 
the Foundation Office at 762-4651, ext. 3700. ▲

FM Foundation’s Scrabble Team Challenge Fundraiser

FM’s William M. Barto Memorial Speaker Series

Photo, top left: The Epistolarians took 1st place in the Scrabble Team Challenge. Left to right, Frank Conaway, Terry Conaway, Lou Fagan, Lena 
Andersson, Robert Jones, and Dr. Dustin Swanger. Three views of the event: left, An overview of all teams in action; center, Team Scrabble ponders its 
next word; and at right, The Scrabble Kings, a group of ladies from the Fulton County Soroptimists, strut their stuff as they entertain the crowd with 
Elvis’s Jailhouse Rock.

Correction:
In the last issue of TheTower, Kathleen Pelosi’s 
contact information was incorrect. Here is the 
corrected version: 

Kathleen (Boice) Pelosi ’68

Lives in Tribes Hill, NY, with her husband, Michael. 
Kathleen has two step-daughters and a grandson 
and enjoys reading, photography, and art.

Contact: kbpocean@nycap.rr.com

Contact Your Former FM Classmates

Have you updated your contact information?

Visit www.fmcc.suny.edu, click on Alumni & Foundation, 
then click Update Your Alumni Info. Thank you!
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Men’s Soccer
Our Raiders got off to a strong 3-1 record this season but couldn’t maintain that momentum 
through the season, as they won just two more games throughout the campaign. They ended 
the season on a bright note though as they beat Word of Life by a score of 2-1 giving them a 
5-10-1 record. Although they missed Regionals, they have a very strong nucleus of players 
returning to the field next year. They were led this season on offense by sophomore captain 
Brandon Calandra, sophomore Ricky Hayden, and freshmen standout V.J. Rathore, while their 
defense was anchored by Bruce Pavlus and Bobby Dufort.

Women’s Soccer
Our Lady Raiders had some room for improvement this season as last year found them 
with only one win. They came back this year under a new head coach in Vic Malagisi and he 
turned the program around. They ended with a record of 5-7 and missed Regionals by only 
one game! Only one Lady Raider will be graduating this year leaving a strong nucleus of 
competitive players returning to the field next season. The Raiders were led by Ashley Gallt, 
a freshmen midfielder who scored an astounding 19 goals this season. Two other standouts 
were Laura Tisinger and Jenna Malagisi, both freshmen forwards. They were anchored in 
goal by Chelsea Saltsman. Ashley Gallt and Laura Tisinger were both selected to the Mountain 
Valley Conference First Team.

Women’s Volleyball
Our ladies took their lumps all season as they lost players due to injury making for low 
numbers all year. A lesser team would have crumbled under such a record (4-19) but these 
girls stuck together all season. Coach Livingston is very excited about the recruiting class 
coming in next season along with those returning as the Lady Raiders look to be competitive 
next year. This year’s team leaders were Bobbi Leach, Ashley Knowlton, and Rosa Rivera.

Women’s Basketball
After losing the first two games of the season, our women’s basketball team stormed out of 
the gates and won six straight games. They have a current record of 6-4 and have three games 
left before Christmas break. They are being led by their three sophomore captains, Rochelle 
Gugliemelli, Amber Shamberger, and Natalie Mosconi.

Men’s Basketball
Our men have played five games that have been decided by five points or less this season. 
They have a current record of 2-6. This year’s team is a young one as all but five players are 
freshman. Captains for the Men’s Raiders are Jason Hurd, Shleak Brown, and Kimani Gibbs. ▲

Raider News By Ryan LaRowe, H.P.E.R. Athletics Technician
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FOCUS: ALUMNI ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Sherry Warner ’85
S herry Warner always had a desire to 

become a nurse. “Our school district 
would pay for us to 
attend the nursing 
program through 
BOCES,” says Sherry. 
“When I was 19, I had 
graduated and passed 
my state boards to 
become a Licensed 
Practical Nurse. 
I began working at 
Mary Imogene 
Bassett Hospital.”
During this time, 
Sherry met her 

husband Bob and moved back to 
Gloversville to begin work at Nathan Littauer 
Hospital. “Many of the job roles I had 
experienced at MIBH could only be 
performed by Registered Nurses in the 
community setting,” says Sherry. “Bob 
graduated from FM and the nursing program 
was considered to be one of the best in the 
state. I decided I needed to return to school 

and FM was my first choice.”
From FM, Sherry continued her education 
at SUNY at Utica Rome. “I was in my final 
semester of school when I became pregnant 
for our daughter, Vanessa,” says Sherry. 
“She was born in June and I returned to 
school in September. I finished my degree. 
I then took time off from school to focus 
on our daughter, but when she entered high 
school I decided it was time to return. I 
knew I wanted my degree to be in nursing 
education and I preferred an online program. 
I chose St. Joseph’s of Maine because at 
that time other online programs required 
you to come on campus for several weeks. 
This program only required you to go to 
Maine for two weeks during summer which 
was not a difficult task to undertake. I 
graduated with my Masters in Nursing 
Education in December of 2006.”
Today, Sherry is a nursing instructor right 
here at her Alma Mater, FM. “I often tell my 
students that I feel it is a privilege to teach 
nursing,” she says. “I love this profession; 
it has given me many opportunities and 
experiences that I am grateful for. I was very 
privileged to be given my position at FM. I 

am very proud to teach the profession I love 
for a program of which I am an alumna.”
This year, FM will be graduating its 40th 
nursing program class. “We are currently 
planning an alumni gathering next April for 
all nursing graduates,” Sherry tells us. 
“We’ve made many changes to the nursing 
classrooms and labs since I went to FM. 
Dr. Robert and Marilyn Kemp made it 
possible for our nursing program to have 
wonderful facilities in which to teach the 
next generation of students. We will be 
forever grateful.”
The reunion committee, still in the planning 
process, is trying to collect pictures of all 
nursing graduate classes. Send photographs 
of your graduating class to Sherry directly at 
(518) 762-4651, ext. 3516 or via e-mail at 
sherry.warner@fmcc.suny.edu. The 
committee would like to make copies of the 
photographs and return the originals. If you 
graduated from FM and changed your name 
or moved, please contact Sherry so that you 
will receive reunion information.
“I encourage all FM nursing graduates to set 
aside April 24, 2009,” says Sherry. “We look 
forward to seeing you!” ▲

David Northrup ’66
D ave Northrup grew up in Amsterdam, 

NY, and attended Wilbur H. Lynch High 
School. Interested in 
literature and art, 
Dave decided to 
attend FM and enroll 
in the College’s Liberal 
Arts Program.

While studying at FM, 
Dave recalls two 
faculty members who 
made quite an impact 
on his life. “I 
remember Gerald 
Iannotti because of 

his commitment to 
academic excellence and unflagging belief 
that his students could succeed in whatever 
personal goals they had set for themselves,” 
says Dave. “Also, Paul Koehler, whom I 
remember as tall and nattily dressed, 
sporting a pencil thin moustache and 
precise manner. He was an urbane and 

cultured presence on campus during the 
1965–66 academic year. Mr. Koehler had a 
talent for demonstrating how his particular 
subject, music, as well as the arts in general 
were relevant to the daily lives of his 
students. That practice I tried to emulate 
when I became a teacher.”

When asked what he liked most about his 
experience at FM, he tells us it was the 
personal attention that the faculty provided 
the students. “The atmosphere was very 
supportive,” Dave says. “The students, 
teachers, and administration all had a sense 
of themselves as pioneers who were 
engaged in a process that was new and 
important to Fulton and Montgomery 
counties.”

Dave went on to earn a Bachelor’s degree 
in English from SUNY Albany in 1968; a 
Graduate degree in English from SUNY 
Albany in 1970; and a Graduate degree in 
English from the University of Rochester in 
1975. Now a retired English teacher, Dave 
lives with his wife in Rochester, NY. They 
have two grown children, both teachers as 

well. His hobbies are many, including 
bonsai, calligraphy, and writing. Dave’s short 
story, “Ash Wednesday” received the Hauser 
Prize for Short Fiction for 2007 from the 
Chautauqua Institution.

More recently, Dave joined FM’s Alumni 
Advisory Committee. “I think our past 
experiences, both positive and negative, 
make us what we are,” Dave tells us. “My 
joining the Alumni Advisory Committee is 
both an acknowledgment of the positive 
influence the school had on me, and an 
opportunity for me to repay in some small 
measure the benefits that graduating from 
FM in 1966 made in my professional and 
personal lives. FM is arguably one of the 
most important positive forces in the life of 
Fulton and Montgomery counties. The 
school provides its students with programs 
that, if taken full advantage of, can obviously 
benefit them personally and add greatly to 
the life of the community as a whole. This is 
your school. Individual students and the 
region at large should take advantage of all 
that FM has to offer.” ▲
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TheTOWER ALUMNUS FEATURE • Randy Fredlund ’81

W hen most people are asked where they 
grew up, the initial response is usually 

a city or state, but not when you ask Randy 
Fredlund, FM Class of ’81. “I never grew up,” 
he says. “Born in Rhode Island, where all the 
rich people live, my family was forced to 
move out quickly after the event. Most of 
my growing up was in the town of Greece, a 
suburb of Rochester. I was a member of the 
first graduating class of Greece Athena High 
School. The building was finished long after 
my departure.”

The choice for Randy to attend FM came 
during the time he was working with 
developmentally disabled adults as a day 
treatment counselor. “The job there, in Tribes 
Hill, NY, was necessary to make ends meet 
after my weak attempt at starting a 
loudspeaker manufacturing company 
succumbed to lack of focus and motivation,” 
says Randy. “At the treatment center, I met 
my future wife, Mary. I came to the 
conclusion that if we were ever going to have 
any hopes of living in the style in which we 
wanted to become accustomed, I’d need a 
more lucrative job. Engineering would be 
worth a shot, but I needed to bring my math 
and science coursework up to snuff before 
any decent Engineering school would accept 
me. And, financially speaking, FM was a 
great bargain.”

While at FM, Randy had many memorable 
experiences but a couple of standout 
moments included his physics instructor, 
Dr. Varghese Pynadath. “He was an excellent 
instructor because he just wanted his 
students to do their best,” says Randy. “We 
had a final where one of the problems was 
to do a proof. He wanted us to prove that the 
time for a satellite to make one orbit just 
above the surface of the perfectly round 
earth equaled the same time for an object of 
the same mass to fall through the center of 
the earth and come back to it’s starting 
position (yes, just as all other Physics 
professors, Pynadath had a machine that 
tunneled right through the center of the 
earth). I skipped this problem and worked 

on the rest of the test. After finishing 
everything else, I went back to the proof; 
worked out a few steps; set things equal; 
and decided my mission was accomplished. 
I didn’t think it was right because it was such 
a simple answer.

When Dr. Pynadath handed back the test, 
he said, ‘You don’t know how glad I was to 
see your answer.’ Turns out everyone else 
had tried to make the problem much more 
difficult than it was. I was at least as glad to 
have pleased him by solving the problem.”

Randy goes on to share another story about 
Dr. Pynadath. “Some of us, no names 
mentioned, had Physics as our last class on 
Friday. We had a two-hour break and then 
Physics as our final class. So we would go 
down Route 67 to the dive bar ‘Nancy’s 
Place’ and drink lunch. Of course, we weren’t 
just drinking lunch. We were also studying 
for physics class. There were usually four 
of us. While one guy was shooting pool, the 
others were asking questions of the group 
concerning the topic of the day. And of 
course, since we were playing pool, we were 
also doing vector analysis the entire time. 
And Nancy was very nice.

Dr. Pynadath was no fool. He knew what was 
going on. One day, I think we must have 
been giggling too much because as soon as 
he got ready for the class, he grilled only the 
four of us with questions about the 
homework and topic of the day. Not only did 
we answer each question correctly, but the 
last answer was embellished with the answer 
to what was the next obvious question. He 
rolled his eyes and set off to teach the 
lesson. We bit our tongues and held our 
laughter for the 45 minutes until we finally 
got out of the classroom. Perhaps we were 
not model students, but we certainly 
learned.”

After FM, Randy continued his education at 
Union College and earned a B.S. in Electrical 
Engineering. Today, Randy is the Director of 
the Technology Analysis Group at Kodak. 
“We do a lot of analysis of patents and 
products to see how patents apply,” says 
Randy. “This probably sounds boring to 
most people, but I find it very interesting. 
In the past I have been a circuit designer, a 
project member and leader, an inventor, and 
my goals have changed with each job. I think 
my main goal has always been to create 
worthwhile things and try to make life a little 
better, and to enjoy myself. The only reason 

to be 
miserable is 
to provide a 
short period 
of reference 
for contrast 
with how 
lucky you 
are the rest 
of the time.”

Although 
Randy now 
lives in 
Rochester, he 
believes he 
never 
completely 
left Fulton 
County. 
“Our family 
came back 
often to 
visit my 
wife’s dad in Gloversville until recently, when 
he moved in with us in Rochester,” says 
Randy. “Seven years ago we bought a camp 
in Stratford, and now we spend as much 
time there as we can. One of the best 
experiences of my life has been rebuilding 
the 24' by 32' garage that was crushed by 
the weight of the snow in the winter of ’03. 
I was just going to clear the debris and use 
the slab as a parking lot, but an old friend 
and an insurance check convinced me that it 
should be rebuilt. A bunch of my friends and 
I get together for a weekend at least twice a 
year to hammer and saw, and now we have 
built a great building that is far superior to 
the original. We’ve had a blast in the 
process.”

Some other activities Randy enjoys include 
soccer (although he claims he’s lost a step—
or three or four, he jokes) as well as curling 
in the winter. “Seriously, it’s great fun,” he 
says. “There is a club in Utica. You should 
start today.” Randy has also tutored 
underprivileged children in math for more 
than 20 years in the Rochester City Schools. 

And we all know people measure success in 
different ways, but how does Randy measure 
it? “It’s really pretty simple,” he says. “If 
things are not working out the way you like, 
change something and try again. But keep 
changing and trying. And one more point. 
If you measure success in dollars, you’re 
going to be unhappy.” ▲ 

“…I needed to bring my math and 
science coursework up to snuff before 
any decent Engineering school would 
accept me. And, financially speaking, 

FM was a great bargain.”

Randy and his dog Sable bushwhacking 
to the north of Stewart’s Landing in 
Stratford. Below, the rebuilt garage.
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Give a Gift to your Alma Mater
By making a tax-deductible gift to FM’s Campaign, A Path for Renewal, you will also be making an investment 
in your community. In addition, your employer may have a Matching Gift Program that could increase your 
contribution to your community college.

Gifts of any amount are welcome. Thank you for your contribution.

Yes, I want to make a tax deductible gift to FM’s Campaign. Enclosed is a check made payable to 
The Foundation of FM: 

_______$500       _______$100       _______$50      _______$25       _______other
 
Please charge my MasterCard or VISA in the amount of:            $_____________

Account #   _________________________________________________________

Expiration Date ___ / ___  Signature   ______________________________________

Name   ___________________________________________________________

Address   __________________________________________________________

City  ________________________________  State ______  Zip  _______________

Phone  _____________________  E-mail   ________________________________

_____ Please contact me about establishing a scholarship.

_____  I’d like to stay in touch with my fellow alums.
q Yes, I am interested in making 
a gift through a bequest, charitable 
trust, charitable gift annuity, life 
insurance, retirement plan, or 
other planned gift. Please contact 
me with further information.

 I’d be interested in the following Summer 2009 activities: 
q  FM Alumni Day at the Saratoga Racecourse 
q  FM Night at Amsterdam Mohawks Baseball Game 
q  Other suggested activities: 
_____________________________________ 

Mail to: The Foundation of FM, 2805 State Highway 67, Johnstown, NY 12095

Want to join the Alumni Advisory Committee? Contact Amy Radik at amy.radik@fmcc.suny.edu




